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Introduction
On June 18th, the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) and the Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH) released the Guidance for Minnesota Public Schools: 2020-21 School Year Planning
(from MDE) and the 2020-2021 Planning Guide for Schools (from MDH). These guides established
requirements and recommendations for schools in safeguarding student and public health for the
coming school year. These guides also established three scenarios under which education will be
provided during the coming school year. The remainder of this plan is dedicated to outlining Cloquet
Public Schools’ plan for meeting the requirements for each of the scenarios. A brief description of
the three scenarios follows.
1. Scenario 1 – In-person learning for all students
2. Scenario 2 – Hybrid learning – This is defined by the state as “classes in which some
traditional face-to-face instruction has been replaced by distance learning activities”. In
practice, this scenario is a mix of traditional in-person learning and distance learning.
3. Scenario 3 – Distance learning only

The intention of providing multiple scenarios is to allow schools to shift between them as cases of
COVID-19 increase or decrease within the region. It is possible that a school could stay within the
same scenario for an entire school year or shift between two or more of the scenarios throughout
the year, dependent upon the active cases of COVID-19 in the region or community. Regardless of
the scenario being used by schools, families have the option for distancing learning for their
students.
On July 30th, the Governor and the MDE released the Minnesota Safe Learning Plan. The plan
highlighted five main goals:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Prioritize the safety of students and staff
Prioritize in-person learning, especially for younger learners and those with most need
Recognize differences in potential spread (of COVID-19) among different ages
Support planning, while permitting flexibility for districts
Take into account disease (COVID-19) prevalence at the local level

This plan elaborated on the previous guidance by creating data-based indicators to help in
determining the proper model for schools to use. The guidance uses the number of confirmed cases
of COVID-19 per 10,000 county residents over the past 14-day period to set the acceptable school
model. This guidance focuses on helping schools to understand the amount of COVID-19 active
within the region to inform conversations with the local leadership team and with the Minnesota
Department of Health when selecting the appropriate school model. The steps to the model can be
seen in the graphic on the following page.
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The remainder of this plan document will highlight the key factors in place to protect student and
staff safety for each of the three scenarios school may use throughout the school year.
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SCENARIO 1 – IN-PERSON LEARNING FOR ALL STUDENTS
In this scenario, schools will provide in-person learning for all students following increased safety
guidelines to help minimize transmission of COVID-19. Safety protocol will meet the requirements
set forth by the Minnesota Department of Health. For more information regarding those protocol
and education plan under this scenario, please review the following information.
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Health and Safety Practices for 2020-21
Social Distancing and Minimizing Exposure

Elementary Schools
• At the elementary level we will be rearranging classroom layouts as we’re able to have
more spacing between desks.
• We will minimize large group gatherings.
• Hand sanitizer is in all classrooms and will be regularly restocked and included in
classroom routines. Hand washing stations are in most classrooms and will also be
included in daily routines.
• Students will be required to wear masks. Staff will be required to wear masks (with
some exceptions related to instruction).
• Cloquet Schools has installed polycarbonate barriers in areas of the schools where
social distancing is not possible or practical. Barriers have been installed in the main
office/front desks where staff interact with parents and students. Barriers have been
installed in the nurse’s office work areas and or intake areas.
• Cloquet Schools has installed floor stickers every 6ft in waiting areas, reception areas,
and hallways to ensure and remind social distancing.

Middle School
• Masks will be required by all students and staff within the school building and school
buses as mandated by the Governor’s Executive Order.
• Facemasks will be provided for students and staff who need them.
• CMS will mark 6-feet of spacing to remind students and staff to stay 6-feet apart.
• Classrooms and hallways will be closely monitored by adults to ensure proper social
distancing.
• CMS will also redesign and close common areas to avoid students and staff from
collecting in groups.
• CMS will provide hygiene instruction during lunch/study times and when deemed
necessary by staff/admin.
• CMS will place physical barriers such as plexiglass for protection at reception desks or
other similar areas.
• CMS will provide portable plexiglass to teachers requesting extra protection.
• Extra custodians have been hired and enhanced cleaning protocols will be
implemented. High touch areas will receive a high priority and will receive scheduled
cleaning throughout the school day. CMS will stagger arrival and dismissal times by
bussers, walkers, and drop offs.
• Grade levels will be assigned specific doors for entering and exiting to space out
students entering or exiting the building.
• Adults will monitor building entrances to ensure social distancing.
• CMS students will use their lockers to store outerwear before and after school. Student
supplies will be kept in their classrooms.
• Students will be assigned lockers by classroom, each classroom’s lockers will be spread
out throughout the locker bay to ensure students are spread out when accessing their
lockers. CMS will review classroom capacity with the goal of creating as much space
between people as possible, recognizing that it is not always possible to have 6 feet of
social distancing in the classroom.
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•
•

To reduce class sizes, student’s classroom assignments may be changed due to distance
learning enrollment.
CMS will suspend the use of locker rooms for physical education students and students
will not be required to change for Physical Education.

High School
• Masks will be required by all students and staff within the school building and school
buses as mandated by the Governor’s Executive Order. PPE will be worn by staff as
determined necessary.
• CHS will Provide social distancing floor/seating markings in waiting and reception
areas.
• CHS will have staff monitor arrival and dismissal to curtail congregating and ensure
students go straight from vehicle to their classroom, and vice versa.
• At CHS nonessential visitors, volunteers, and activities involving external groups or
organizations will be restricted.
• CHS will discontinue self-service food or beverage distribution in the cafeteria. Meals,
snacks, and beverages served at school will be individually packaged. As always, CHS
will ensure the safety of children with food allergies.
• CHS has installed protective barriers in the main office/front desks where staff interact
with parents and students. Barriers have been installed in the nurse’s office work areas
and or intake areas. Barriers have been installed in the guidance office where students
interact with staff.
• CHS has installed floor stickers every 6ft in waiting areas, reception areas, and hallways
to ensure and remind social distancing. Marked 6 feet of spacing to remind students
and staff to always stay 6 feet apart in lines and at other times they may congregate.
CAAEP
•

•

•
•
•

•
•

5|Page

Upon arrival at school, wearing masks, students will enter via their designated door and
walk to their 1st hour class. Students will be reminded to keep social distancing and to
stand and wait at the proper markings.
At departure times, students will remain in the classroom until their vehicle is called. At
which time, they will be escorted to the vehicle with reminders to continue social
distancing. Students need to wear a mask on buses and in vans.
Social distancing floor/seating markings in hallways and classrooms will be put on the
floor and other areas to provide visual reminders of the 6 feet recommendation.
Nonessential visitors, volunteers, and activities involving external groups or
organizations will be restricted.

Parents/guardians dropping off and/or picking up a child will be asked to call when they
arrive, and the student will be dismissed to them instead of them coming into the
building to sign their child out of school.
See transportation information for social distancing information on transportation.

Breakfast will be provided in the student’s 1st hour class in order to maintain social
distancing. Meals, snacks, and beverages served at school will be individually packaged
wherever possible. Where individual packaging is not possible, food and beverages must
be served directly to students. As always, the safety of children with food allergies will

•

•

•
•

be ensured. Lunches will be served to students in their 4th period classes to keep social
distancing.
Students eligible for open lunch and who choose to leave the building cannot return to
the building until 3 minutes before 5th period. There can be no wandering in the halls
during the lunch period.

Visual aids will be used to illustrate appropriate spacing and traffic flow throughout the
school building (e.g., designating hallways or entrances as one-way and posting
directional reminders on the walls and/or floor).
Frequent reminders will be provided for students and staff to stay at least 6 feet apart
from one another when feasible.
The entry of the office will be taped (on the floor) to provide for social distancing. Any
staff, students, or other persons needing something will stop at the door, entering one
person at a time and exiting through the counselor’s door. During before school and
after school time, if a staff member needs to access something in the office, he or she
may enter the office one person at a time and speak with the Head Secretary (Misty
Tyman).

Face Coverings

Face covering requirements will be consistent with the Governor’s Executive Order 20-81.

All students, staff and other people present in school buildings and district offices or riding
on school transportation vehicles are required to wear a face covering. Exemptions will be
considered for students and staff with a medical or mental health condition that does not
permit the wearing of a mask. To qualify for consideration under this exemption, students
and staff must provide a doctor’s note. Other face covering options, such as a face shield,
will be reviewed as alternatives for those exempt from masking.

Face coverings are meant to protect other people in case the wearer does not know they are
infected with COVID-19.
Types of allowable face coverings include:
•
•
•
•
•

Paper or disposable mask
Cloth face mask
Scarf
Bandanna
Religious face covering

The covering should cover the nose and mouth completely, should not be overly tight or
restrictive, and should feel comfortable to wear. A face covering is not meant to substitute
for social distancing, but is especially important in situations when maintaining a 6-foot
distance is not possible.

A face shield (a clear plastic barrier that covers the face) allows visibility of facial
expressions and lip movements for speech perception and may be used as an alternative to
a face covering in the following situations:
•
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Among students in Kindergarten through grade 8, when wearing a face covering is
problematic.

•
•
•

By teachers (all grades), when wearing a face covering may impede the educational
process.
For staff, students, or visitors who cannot tolerate a face covering due to a
developmental, medical, or behavioral health condition.
For staff providing direct support student services, when a face covering impedes
the service being provided.

For optimal protection, the face shield should extend below the chin anteriorly, to the ears
laterally, and there should be no exposed gap between the forehead and the shield’s
headpiece.
Staff, students, and other people present in the school building or in district offices may
temporarily remove their face covering or face shield in the following situations:
•

•

•

•

•

Face coverings may be temporarily removed when engaging in indoor physical
activity (e.g., during recess, after school sports, or when exercising in a gym) where
the level of exertion makes wearing a face covering difficult, and during classes or
activities held outdoors. People participating in these activities should maintain 6
feet of distance while doing so to the extent feasible.
Pre-kindergarten students age 5 years and younger participating in programming in
a school building or district office. Pre-kindergarten programs are subject to the
Executive Order requirements and related guidance applicable in child care settings.
Face coverings may be temporarily removed to eat or drink, but care should be
taken to maintain as much space as possible between people, recognizing it is not
always feasible to maintain 6 feet of distance from others.
During indoor practices or performances involving singing, acting, or playing
musical instruments where face coverings cannot be worn or are impractical to
wear while playing the instrument or participating in the activity. Because these
activities often generate aerosols, performers should ideally maintain 12 feet or
greater of physical distance from others while participating in the activity to the
extent possible, and should replace their face covering as soon as the activity is
completed. Depending on the activity, face shields should also be considered as an
alternative if 12 feet of social distancing cannot be consistently maintained.
While teachers and students may temporarily remove their face coverings when
public speaking (for example, in a debate or speech team competition or in an
assembly), lecturing, or engaging in classroom instruction, face coverings should
only be removed in such situations when 12 feet of distance from others can be
consistently maintained.
o If a face covering would impede these activities but 12 feet of social
distancing cannot be consistently maintained (for example, due to classroom
size), a face shield should be considered as an alternative.

Protecting Vulnerable Populations

The district will be implementing all required health and safety measures required
by the Minnesota Department of Health and Minnesota Department of Education.
Those practices are listed under the other headings within the Health Expectations
and Screening sections of under each scenario.
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The CDC considers the following individuals to be at high risk for severe illness due to
COVID-19:
o Are 65 years and older
o Have underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well-controlled, including:
o Chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma
o Serious heart conditions
o Compromised immune system
o Severe obesity (body mass index of 40 or higher)
o Diabetes
o Chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis
o Liver disease
o Hemoglobin disorder

This list is evolving as health officials learn more about COVID-19 and who it
impacts. For the most up-to-date list, we recommend checking the Center for
Disease Control website.

For staff, individuals who are at high risk for severe illness from COVID-19 should
communicate their risk to their principal or supervisor and provide a doctor’s note
confirming the underlying conditions placing them at greater risk. Staff should work
with their principal or supervisor to determine reasonable accommodations which
can be made to help protect against COVID-19.

For students, in order to best serve our students who are vulnerable or may require special
accommodations, we ask that parents/guardians call their school nurses office. You can reach
Skye Smith, health assistant at 218-879-3308. She will then consult with the District RN or other
Support Professionals to address the need and provide additional support as required.
Families also have the additional option of requesting Distance Learning in place of
in-person instruction. The Minnesota Department of Education is requiring all
districts to provide distance learning to families who choose not to send their
child(ren) to in-person instruction.

Hygiene Practices
•

•
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Cloquet Public Schools has reviewed MDH’s Recommended Supplies for Schools and
ensures the availability of appropriate supplies to support healthy hygiene behavior
(e.g., soap, hand sanitizer, paper towels, disinfectant wipes, and tissues) and strategically
place supplies in areas where they may be frequently used. Cloquet Schools has
developed processes to frequently check and refill supplies at the point of use (e.g., hand
sanitizer available near shared equipment, hand sanitizers near school building
entrances/exits, etc.).
Media, posters, and other tactics will be used to promote health etiquette expectations in
highly visible locations.

Cleaning and Materials Handling

Elementary Schools
• Eliminate the use of shared consumable supplies. Students will have their own
supplies for their use only to minimize material handling.
• Consideration will be given to shared instructional supplies (including books) and
necessary cleaning or quarantining between users.
Middle School
• Enhanced cleaning protocols will be implemented.
• Reduce the use of shared materials where practicable.
High School
• Enhanced cleaning protocols will be implemented.
• Reduce the use of shared materials where practicable.

CAAEP
• Cleaning and Disinfecting
o A schedule for routine environmental cleaning and disinfection of high-touch
surfaces and shared equipment throughout the day will be implemented by staff and
contracted custodial staff. Staff will use disinfectant wipes and cleaning solution in
order to clean desks, chairs and tables as necessary throughout the school day.
o Custodial staff will use disinfectant materials to clean highly touched areas.
o Staff will ensure there is adequate ventilation when using these products to prevent
children or themselves from inhaling toxic fumes. Cleaning and disinfecting
products will be stored safely away from children.
• Materials Handling
o Each staff member will have an individual kit with the materials and supplies they
need to complete assigned tasks and activities each day.
o Students and staff will each be assigned an electronic device in which to complete
online activities and required paperwork. Devices will not be shared. When staff
need to teach students how to do things on their own device, staff will verbally
instruct the student or use a visual while the student operates the device.
o Staff will limit materials which are used by multiple students. If there is a need to
use multiple person materials, the materials will be cleaned and disinfected prior to
use by any other students or staff. If the materials are not able to be cleaned, they
will be put into storage for at least 7 days prior to the next use. (ex. The teacher
determines that a particular game will teach a concept. Two students will use the
game with the least amount of physical contact. The game is then put into storage
for a week before it is used again.) Students will sit as far apart as much as possible.
They will use hand sanitizer or hand washing prior to and after the use of the
materials. The students will also wear cloth masks while using the materials.
o Non disposable food service items will be handled minimally and washed with hot
water and soap or in a dishwasher.
o Staff are discouraged from using materials which are difficult to clean or disinfect.
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Monitoring and Excluding for Illness

Cloquet Public Schools will follow Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) protocol for
monitoring and excluding students for illness. The district will require all families to
evaluate their children for symptoms of illness and keep children home if they meet the
criteria in the Decision Tree for People with COVID-19 Symptoms in Youth, Student, and Child
Care Programs. A copy of these guidelines is below and can also be found at
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf.

Regular screening for symptoms and ongoing self-monitoring throughout the school day
can help to quickly identify signs of illness and help reduce exposure. Staff and students will
be asked to self-monitor symptoms throughout the day. Staff or students who develop
symptoms during the school day must notify school health services or another identified
point of contact in the school building immediately. Once School Health Office staff are
notified, they will consult with District School Nurse, Sarah Ellena, RN, LSN to develop a plan
to care for and inform the appropriate contacts.

The District will clearly communicate and educate staff, students, and families about the
signs and symptoms of COVID-19, and when they/their children should stay home and
when they can return to school.

We will Require that staff and students stay home if: ▪ They have tested positive for or are
showing COVID-19 symptoms, until they meet criteria (see MDH Decision Tree, below) for
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return. ▪ They have recently had close contact with a person with COVID-19, until they
meet criteria for return.

We will send home the following document to families to follow the State Mandated
Protocol to follow:
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf. To determine
who must stay home and when staff or students may return.
We will clearly communicate the screening expectations of staff/families and visitors
entering the school building.

A Health Screening Document:
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/screen.pdf will be posted
on each main door of entry, as well as a sign indicating the requirement of a mask
(file:///C:/Users/sellena/OneDrive%2020Cloquet%20School%20District%20ISD%2094/Desktop/Facemaks%20Requirement%2
0(1).pdf ).

Prior to each school day, students and Staff will be expected to do a self-screen at home
before arriving to school each day. It is important that a temperature is taken and a
thorough assessment of you or your child's health symptoms prior to entering the school
building. If your child, student, or staff are exhibiting the following symptoms, you are to
stay home and contact your healthcare provider:
•

New onset cough or shortness of breath by themselves

OR at least 2 of the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

fever (100.4ºF or higher)
chills
muscle pain
sore throat
fatigue
congestion
loss of sense of smell or taste
gastrointestinal symptoms of diarrhea, vomiting, or nausea.

If a person has a new symptom (for example, new loss of smell only) with no other
diagnosis to explain it, they should stay home and talk to their health care provider about
testing for COVID-19, even if it is the only symptom they are experiencing.

Individuals experiencing symptoms while at school will be directed to the nurse’s office,
assessed by health service staff, and directed to designated areas. Further action will be
based upon the staff/student assessment and by following the decision tree. If a student or
staff member has symptoms consistent with COVID-19, we will send home or deny entry
and reference the exclusion criteria in the Decision Tree. Students and Staff members
should stay home and talk with their health care provider for further direction.
We also ask families to follow the Minnesota Department of Health guidelines if you have
come into close contact with someone from outside the household who tests positive for
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COVID-19. Those guidelines can be found below or at the following web address
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/contact.pdf.
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Handling Suspected or Confirmed Positive Cases of COVID-19

Each individual school health office staff will be responsible for responding to COVID-19
concerns. The School Health Office staff will communicate to District Nurse Sarah Ellena,
RN, LSN to coordinate with local health authorities regarding the positive COVID-19 case(s).
For the safety of all students, families and staff, it is imperative that individuals self-report
to their respective schools health office any symptoms consistent of COVID-19, a positive
test for COVID-19, or a close exposure to someone with COVID-19 within the last 14 days in
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a manner that is consistent with applicable law and privacy policies including HIPAA and
FERPA.

o Cloquet Senior High School: Sarah Ellena, RN or Melissa Harper, MA 218-8793393
o Cloquet Middle School: Lena Doble, LPN: 218-879-3328
o Churchill Elementary: Skye Smith, HA: 218-879-3308
o Washington Elementary: Vickie Nordin, LPN: 218-879-3369
o CAAEP: Connie Hyde, Principal: 218-879-0015 to consult with Sarah Ellena, RN

School Health Office Staff will follow the MDH Decision Making Tree and other MDH
resources when a student or staff member may return to school following illness or testing.
IT is not required for a student or staff member to have documentation of a negative viral
test or a letter certifying release from isolation in order to return to school, but they must
follow recommended guidance regarding when to return to school.

A separate dedicated space will be assigned to symptomatic individuals who are waiting to
go home. This space will be determined by each individual principal based on ability to staff
and or supervise. This will be a separate space from where routine health services will be
delivered to well children of routine cares such as first aid or medication administration.
Immediate Isolation of symptomatic individuals will be prompt following assessment and
sent home. Students will remain under the visual supervision of a staff member who is at
least 6 feet away. Both the student and the supervising adult will wear a face covering or
mask.
A Cloth Face Mask will not be placed on any individual who is unconscious or has trouble
breathing, anyone who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the face covering
without assistance, or anyone who cannot tolerate a cloth face covering die to
developmental, medical or behavioral health needs.
Strict Cleaning will occur in dedicated spaces where symptomatic individuals will be.
Products for frequent disinfection will be readily available for use. We will follow and
Implement cleaning and disinfecting procedures following the COVID-19 Cleaning and
Disinfecting Guidance for Schools and Child Care Programs
(www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/clean.html).

If an alternative method is needed to transport a staff member or child home or to seek out
medical care, this decision will be made in consultation with a parent, family member or
assessment by the health care team. If there is a need for emergency services, local
EMS/911 will be called.

Sarah Ellena, RN, LSN - District Nurse or an individual designated by will notify MDH of
confirmed COVID-19 cases among students and staff (as required by Minnesota Rules,
Chapter 4605.7050). An MDH inbox has been established for school COVID case reporting:
health.schols.covid19@state.mn.us
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Staff, families, and the public will be notified as needed if a person with COVID-19 was on
the school premises while infectious. This process will be done in coordination with local
health officials while maintaining confidentiality and in accordance with FERPA and all
other state and federal laws.

The district will continue to provide distance learning for students who cannot be physically
present in the classroom due to illness or exposure. Your Child’s Designated school official
will contact you for further direction and information.

Water and Ventilation Systems

Drinking fountains will be unavailable during the school day. Buildings will have bottle fill
stations available and active to allow for drinking water.
Custodians will monitor ventilation systems to allow for proper airflow and will check
mechanical systems regularly ensure systems are functioning as intended.

Mental Health and Wellness

Elementary Schools
• Full time counselor support will be heavily included in all three models. Students will
have SEL support through classroom guidance lessons and counselors will be available
to meet with students individually as needed.
• A secondary support person is also available onsite at both elementary schools and
serve students and families as licensed social workers employed by Carlton County.
• Therapeutic service providers and CTSS providers are both onsite providing services to
students who have various social, emotional, and mental health needs. These services
are not run by the district and are set up through families and provided onsite.
• Staff Wellness Committee members are onsite working to provide activities and
emphasis on staff mental health and wellness.
Middle School
• CMS counselors, social workers, ADSIS, and American Indian Education supports will
run in-person and online groups and services following appropriate MDH social
distancing guidelines.
High School
• CHS has comprehensive staffing including school counselors, mental health
practitioners, and a social worker to monitor and respond to student mental health
needs.
• Students have the ability and choice to make appointments to meet with their
counselors/social workers/therapists.

CAAEP
• Staff, families, and students (age-appropriate) will be provided with information on
how to access resources for mental health and wellness.
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•
•

•

•

The FSSW and CAAEP staff will contact each family requesting support at least weekly
to offer support and help families connect with any services they may need.
Students who are connected to mental health services will continue to receive those
services based on the plans the individual mental health agencies have in place. The
FSSW (Carolyn Golen) and CAAEP staff will work cooperatively with the mental health
agencies to ensure those plans continue.
If a student is not receiving mental health services and families want to have services
provided for their child, the FSSW and CAAEP staff will assist families with setting up
the services.
Staff, students, and families will be encouraged to talk with people they trust about
their feelings and concerns regarding COVID-19.

Physical Distancing:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Transportation

Cloquet Public Schools has added a bus route to reduce number of riders on each bus
and to allow for more physical space.
Passengers will be encouraged to provide as much spacing between individuals from
different households as possible.
Passengers should load starting in the back of the school bus and unload starting in the
front of the school bus.
A visual cue will indicate where passengers may sit on the bus.
Household members may be seated in rows together.
Assigned seating to assist with rapid contact tracing in the event a passenger was
potentially infectious.
Students will be educated to maintain social distancing at school bus stops.

Face Coverings
•

Passengers are required to wear a face covering, unless medically contraindicated or not
tolerated due to an individual’s developmental or behavioral health needs. A non-medical
face mask will be provided to a rider who may not have one.

Protecting Vulnerable Populations

Upon approval by Cloquet Public Schools special transportation services will be provided
for students considered at high risk for illness. Transportation will be according to the
Cloquet Public School Request for Specialized Transportation Form.

Hygiene Practices
•

•
•
•

Passengers will be asked to use hand sanitizer when entering the bus and upon exiting the
bus; hand sanitizer will be available for passenger use.
Promote cough etiquette; tissues, receptacle and sanitizer will be available on the bus.
Posters to promote health etiquette will be posted in the bus.
Passengers will handle their own personal bags and belongings during pick-up and drop-off.
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Daily School Bus Interior Disinfectant/Cleaning
•
•

•
•

Cleaning products and protocols will meet EPA approved disinfectant for SARS-CoV-2
disinfectant. Daily interior disinfectant and cleaning:

Electrostatic sprayer/fogger with Vital Oxide or comparable disinfectant
All frequently touched surfaces such as handrails, door entry/assembly, passenger seating
area including window and driver compartment/dash will be disinfected by the school bus
driver following each route.
Bus door and windows should be open when cleaning the vehicle and between trips to let
the vehicle thoroughly air out.
An interior bus cleaning procedure will be done in the event of a bus breakdown or route
deviation to avoid cross contamination issues.

Monitoring and Excluding for Illness

Cloquet Transit Company Inc. will follow Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) protocol
for monitoring and excluding students for illness. The Cloquet Public Schools will require all
families to evaluate their children for symptoms of illness and keep children home if they
meet the criteria in the Decision Tree for People with COVID-19 Symptoms in Youth, Student,
and Child Care Programs. A copy of these guidelines can also be found at
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf
We also ask families to follow the Minnesota Department of Health guidelines if you have
come into close contact with someone from outside the household who tests positive for
COVID-19. Those guidelines can be found below or at the following web address
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/contact.pdf.
Any passenger(s) exhibiting the symptoms listed in the guidelines must not enter a
transportation vehicle if they are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or have been
exposed to someone positive for COVID-19.
The following Cloquet Transit Company guidelines are for any passenger exhibiting
symptoms of illness while attempting to board a school transportation vehicle or
a bus en route.

AM School Bus Stop
Parents/guardians will be notified. The ill student and school bus riders from the same
household will immediately return to the home, if safe to do so and with the
parent/guardian’s authorization. Parent/Guardian will be instructed to contact the child’s
health care provider for further evaluation.

Loading at Schools
If a student demonstrates signs or symptoms of COVID-19, the student will not be allowed
to board the transportation vehicle. Cloquet Public Schools will be notified immediately, and
the student will be referred to the school nurse. School district staff will be responsible to
assist the ill student to the school nurse’s office. Parents/guardians will be notified by the
school to come pick up their child.
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School Bus En route:
•

•

•

•

•

An ill student and school bus riders from the same household will be isolated to a
designated bus seat determined by the driver and physical spacing between other
students increased.
Parent/guardian will be notified and the student/school bus riders from the same
household will be returned to the home, if safe to do so and with the parent/guardian’s
authorization. Parent/Guardian will be instructed to contact the child’s health care
provider for further evaluation.
When the parent/guardian cannot be notified, the student’s assigned school will be
called. The student/school bus riders from the same household will unload at the school
according to the school protocol and referred to the school nurse.
If the driver perceives prompt medical attention is required for an ill student, the driver
will call 911, provide immediate first aid as needed and notify the Cloquet Transit
Company dispatcher. Dispatch will notify the parent/guardian.
If necessary, to minimize time and potential exposure to COVID-19 remaining
passengers will load onto an alternate bus and a sub driver will resume the route.

Handling Suspected or Confirmed Positive Cases of COVID-19

Cloquet Transit Company Inc. will immediately notify the Cloquet Public School building
nurse if a student has a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19. The building nurse will be
responsible for initiating the MDH protocol for handling suspected or confirmed positive
cases and communicating necessary information to the appropriate state agencies and
families.

Ventilation in Transportation Vehicle

Increase circulation of outdoor air as much as possible when weather permits, and the
movement of air doesn’t adversely affect a passenger(s)
•
•
•

open roof hatches
keep the windows cracked open
run buses’ fans on external fresh air circulation or adjusting air conditioning if
equipped.

Mental Health and Wellness

Cloquet Transit Company recognizes the COVID-19 pandemic may cause stress and anxiety
for children and teens. Employees will be provided with educational material on
recognizing behavioral changes in children and teens.
Helping Children Cope - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-lifecoping/for- parents.html

Cloquet Public School will be notified if a student exhibits behavioral changes that may
indicate stress or anxiety during transportation. This information will be confidential and
for the purpose of additional support for the student as determined by the school and
parent(s)/guardian(s).
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CAAEP
• The students attending the CAAEP are transported to and from the school by the
district who referred them. Each of those districts have their own transportation plans
and their drivers are responsible for implementing the plan for each scenario.
• If anyone has questions or concerns about the plans, they should contact the
administrator or the transportation director for the referring district.

Nutrition

The nutrition section will address food service for both students attending in-person and students
using the distance learning model. Safeguards for students attending in person will be covered in
the first portion of this section. Procedures for distance learning students to order meals will be
addressed in the latter portion.

Breakfast (In Person)

Elementary Schools
•

•

•

Students in grades 1-4 will have the option to pick up a grab-and-go breakfast from the
cafeteria. They will be expected to bring it directly to their classroom to eat. No
students will utilize the cafeteria to eat breakfast.
Students in Kindergarten qualify for free breakfast daily. Kindergarten teachers will
work directly with food service staff to have breakfast provided in the classroom
daily. No student pick will be necessary or advised.
Food service and nursing staff will work with classroom teachers and paraprofessionals
to ensure the safety of students with food allergies.

Middle School
•
•
•
•

When students enter the building, they will pick up their breakfast and bring it to their
classroom.
Cafeteria staff will serve food, no self-service.
CMS will ensure the safety of children with food allergies.
Meals will be available for pick up at designated locations for students who are distance
learning.

High School
• Breakfast will be served grab and go. After entering the building students will grab their
food at the cafeteria door and bring it to their 1st hour class to eat.
• CHS will discontinue self-service food or beverage distribution in the cafeteria. Meals,
snacks, and beverages served at school will be individually packaged.
• As always, CHS will ensure the safety of children with food allergies.

CAAEP
Staff will offer breakfast to students each morning in the student’s 1st hour class. For
students wanting breakfast, staff will bring breakfast to students at their desk. When the
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student is finished with breakfast, the staff member will offer the garbage can and the desk
or table will be cleaned off with the cleaning solution and paper towels.

Lunch (In Person)

Elementary Schools
•

•
•

All students K-4 planning to have school lunch will have a pre-served meal as well as a
milk delivered to their classroom. Food service will simplify lunch by providing a single
meal choice. After receiving their lunch students will report their name/ID to food
service staff. No students will utilize the cafeteria to eat lunch.
When students are done eating lunch in their classrooms, we will have a process in place
for them to dispose of garbage and return dirty trays and silverware.
Food service and nursing staff will work with classroom teachers and paraprofessionals
to ensure the safety of students with food allergies.

Middle School
• Students will be dismissed by classroom; they will pick up their lunch and return to
their classroom.
• Cafeteria staff will serve food, no self-service.
• CMS will ensure the safety of children with food allergies.
• Meals will be available for pick up at designated locations for students who are distance
learning.
High School
• CHS students will divided into three areas. Seating arrangements will follow MDE and
MDH guidelines.
• Lunch - will be trayed and handed out.
• 9th and 10th grade students will be assigned to a designated area of the school to eat
lunch. We will physically distance as much as space allows.
• 11th and 12th graders will be allowed to leave campus per our open lunch policy.
Students wishing to remain on campus will eat in the media center and in hallways.
Physical distancing will apply. At this time, we will not allow students to use the
microwaves. Tables and chairs will be spread out to encourage social distancing.
• CHS will discontinue self-service food or beverage distribution in the cafeteria. Meals,
snacks, and beverages served at school will be individually packaged whenever
possible.
• As always, CHS will ensure the safety of children with food allergies.

CAAEP
• Students have a choice of bringing a lunch from home or ordering hot lunch. This year
there will be only 1 option for students ordering hot lunch available from the Cloquet
School District. Each morning, students will order their lunch. Staff members will notify
the Head Secretary and she places the order with the Cloquet foodservice director.
• At lunch time, staff members will go to the cafeteria at the specified time to get the
lunches for each student. The lunches will be served by the foodservice staff member
and put onto the cart for each classroom. The staff member will distribute the lunches to
students while they sit at their assigned desk/workspace in 4th hour. Students will take
off their mask and enjoy their lunch.
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•

•

When lunch is over, students will put their trays back on the carts and the staff member
will bring the trays back to the cafeteria. The staff member will use gloves to empty the
trays and return them to the used tray window. Foodservice staff will wash all trays
using the dishwasher. (Utensils are throwables, so they go in the trash.)
Students will wash hands or use hand sanitizer and then they will put on their cloth
mask.

Breakfast (Distance Learning)

Distance learning meals will be available on a weekly ordering system. Meal prices will follow
the normal school year meal plan. Families qualifying for free lunch will receive meals at no
charge. Families qualifying for reduced price or full price meals will pay the same rate as if
their student were in attendance in-person.

Families using the distance learning option may order meals for the next week by Wednesday
at noon by calling (218) 878-3079 or ordering online at http://www.paypams.com/. A link to
the website is also available on the district website under food service.
Weekly meal orders will be available for pick up on the following Wednesday from the hours
of 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Door 17 of Cloquet High School. Door 17 is
located on the north side and the door number is clearly indicated on the exterior of the
building.

Lunch (Distance Learning)

Distance learning meals will be available on a weekly ordering system. Meal prices will follow
the normal school year meal plan. Families qualifying for free lunch will receive meals at no
charge. Families qualifying for reduced price or full price meals will pay the same rate as if
their student were in attendance in-person.

Families using the distance learning option may order meals for the next week by Wednesday
at noon by calling (218) 878-3079 or ordering online at http://www.paypams.com/. A link to
the website is also available on the district website under food service.
Weekly meal orders will be available for pick up on the following Wednesday from the hours
of 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Door 17 of Cloquet High School. Door 17 is
located on the north side and the door number is clearly indicated on the exterior of the
building.

Internet and Device Access

All students will be issued a 1:1 device to minimize the sharing of electronic devices. Students in
grades kindergarten through 8 will receive an Apple iPad, while students in grades 9 through 12
will receive a Chromebook. Only students in grades 6 through 12 will bring their devices home if
they wish. Because learning will take place on-campus, it is not required that students have
internet access in the home. During the school day, all students will have internet access via Wi-Fi
in the school buildings. After school hours, the school district will provide internet access to
students free of charge outdoors at the north parking lot of Cloquet Senior High School. Students
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who do not have internet access in the home may utilize this resource on their school-issued
device if they desire. Every effort has been taken to ensure that students do not share electronic
devices. There are some computer labs where students must share. In these few instances,
teachers will wipe and disinfect the commonly touched surfaces in between classes.

CAAEP
• Each student will have chrome books issued to them at the beginning of the school year.
Staff will work with each student to teach the students how to use the chrome books and
how to access the resources needed to complete the assigned tasks and activities. One
chrome book will stay at school and the other will stay at home.
• Staff will contact families to determine the level of internet access at the family's house in
order to plan for times when there needs to be hybrid or distance learning. If families do
not have access to the internet, they will be informed that if the child needs to move to
hybrid or distance learning, a hotspot will be provided for the chrome book to access the
internet.

Elementary Schools

Recess

Additional time will be added to the typical schedule to lengthen the total amount of time students
at each respective building are at recess. Doing so allows for fewer students to be on the
playground at any given time. Non-certified staff and some certified staff will supervise recess to
allow for certified K-4 staff to take their lunch breaks.
Consideration will be given to what types of equipment students are using to minimize the
potential for unnecessary contact between students.

All students will be expected to wash or sanitize their hands at the conclusion of recess before
going to lunch.
Staff will communicate expectations to students while at recess to ensure safe distancing is
prioritized.

Recess schedules will be built to keep grade-level groups together to reduce potential exposure
between other grade-level groups.
Custodial staff will oversee cleaning of equipment daily.

Students will be required to wear masks at recess if playing in close proximity to others and when
using the playground equipment.

Middle School
Due to new safety precautions, it is not possible to have multiple classrooms mixing during recess
time together. The 5th and 6th grade classrooms will be assigned a recess schedule which allows
for one classroom at a time to participate in recess within a given location.
Staff will supervise and support 6 feet social distancing. Recognizing that it is not always possible
to have 6 feet of social distancing.
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Attendance

Elementary Schools
Will be monitored and recorded to Infinite Campus in accordance with MDE guidelines.
Middle School

Students choosing distance learning will be expected to log into a Google Meet to participate in a
live class with their teacher and classmates. If a student is not logged in at the beginning of the
period, they will be marked absent. If they log into the Google Meet late (but still within the
regularly scheduled class period), the absence will be changed to a tardy. Attendance will be taken
as normal for in-person students.
Parents will receive an attendance call from the office when a student has not been called in as
absent.
High School
Will be monitored and recorded to Infinite Campus in accordance with MDE guidelines.
Attendance will be taken each period.
•

•

CAAEP

Students and teachers participate in classes at the school site for the regular school day.
Attendance is taken daily and students who are enrolled generate membership. There is an
established daily schedule. Students scheduled to participate for less than the full school day are
reported as part time.

Students who are unable to attend on-site due to reasons related to Covid-19 will refer to the
distance learning model:
o Remote class participation: schools and students with the technology that allows students to
remotely participate in their class for the full school day generate full-time membership.
Membership for students who participate for less than the full school day is reduced
proportionately.

•

•

Teachers must maintain daily participation records for each student that supports the student’s
attendance and membership reported. Daily teacher instructional contact may be provided via live
interactive video calls, instructional management websites, email exchanges and/or phone calls.
Documented interaction with a teacher must exist for the student to be considered in attendance.

Staff will follow up with parents/guardians about student absences and will develop a plan to
support families with the situations they experience. If a student can participate in distance
learning during their absence, it will be recorded as distance learning but will not be considered an
absence. If the student is unable to participate at school and not able to participate in distance
learning, the student will be marked absent and staff will work with families to develop a plan to
address the student's absence.
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•
•
•

•

•

Communication with Students, Families and Staff

Elementary Schools
Ongoing communications are sent to families using the Infinite Campus School Messenger email
function.
Monthly/bi-monthly newsletters are sent from the school to each family.
Each building has a webpage that is utilized to disseminate information.

Middle School
All necessary communication will be sent to students/families via Infinite Campus Messenger and
our robocall system as well as being posted to our school/district websites.
High School
All necessary communication will be sent to students/families via Infinite Campus Messenger and
our robocall system as well as being posted to our school/district websites.
CAAEP

•
•
•

Communication with students, families and staff will be provided via phone, email, texting, school
messenger, google voice, google meet.

Draft will be shared with staff and input from them gathered. Revisions made when possible.
The draft will be sent to families and input from them gathered and revisions (when possible) will
be made to the draft.
Final draft will be published and sent to all stakeholders.

Activities and Athletics

MDE continues to partner with the Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL) in providing
guidance to member schools regarding participation in athletics and activities. School-based
activities and athletics are important to our students’ educational experience and more specific
guidance will be provided in alignment with the three educational scenarios described in 2020-21
Planning Guidance for Schools. This guidance will follow the recommendations of the Minnesota
Department of Health focused on the safety of students, adults and communities and will be
provided soon
Cloquet School District will follow the guidance of MDE, MDH, and MSHSL when providing
activities. Cloquet School District will continue to follow the MDH document for youth sports
guidance. Key elements of this document are creating a preparedness plan for each activity,
promoting a safe environment, wearing face masks when required, and promoting health checks.
CAAEP
CAAEP sponsors no extra-curricular activities.
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After School Programming

Elementary Schools
School Aged care (Kids Corner) will be offered before and after school at Churchill Elementary and
Zion Church (for Washington Elementary students). The Cloquet Schools will provide busing from
Zion to Washington Elementary for the start of school.
Middle School

The Middle School will not be offering after school programming to begin the school year. Any
additional programming that may be added later will be communicated to parents through Infinite
Campus Messenger or direct contact via phone or email.
After School Enrichment (ASE)

After School Enrichment (ASE) has the right to close its services at any time with no notice (this
communication will happen through email and phone calls to families) for a minimum of 5 days if:
•
•
•
•

Mandated by the Governor of MN
There becomes a positive case of Covid-19 by a child or staff member
We have too few staff members to operate due to illness
At any time have children and staff present poses too great of a risk

Arrival:

Staff members will immediately apply hand sanitizer upon arrival to the ASE room at their
respective school. They will then take the cleaners provided and wipe down all surfaces in the
classroom to prepare it for children. ALL STAFF MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR FACE
MASKS WHILE AT WORK – the only exception to this is while outside and gym where masks will
be allowed to be removed.
After school:

1. When children arrive at ASE, they will be asked to use hand sanitizer at the door and
directed to sit at an assigned table.
2. Children one at a time will be asked to put their school masks in their backpack and wash
their hands for snack. Snacks will be individually wrapped and handed to students by a
staff member.
3. As they finish their snack, they will wash their hands again and put on a new mask
(provided by us). These will be disposable masks.

Social distancing: Social distancing will be followed as much as possible throughout the day. No
more than 4 children will be allowed at each table. When walking through the halls we will have
them line up arm width apart to ensure they are distanced properly. Gentle positive reminders
will be given throughout the day.
Group sizes: Following the MN Department of Health, we will have group sizes of 9 children to 1
staff member.
Field Trips: Due safety reasons there will be no field trips during the 2020-2021 school year.
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Playground Use: Our playground is shared with the public as it is a city park. We will limit our use
of the playground to ensure there are no more than 25 children on the playground at all times, as
well as monitoring how many children from the general public are also using the playground. All
children and staff will wash their hands as the return back inside the building.
Bathrooms: Sinks, stall doors, and toilets will be cleaned and sanitized throughout the day.
Drinking fountains: Children will not be allowed to use drinking fountains.
Departure:

Parents will be asked to remain in their vehicles and students will be accompanied by a staff
member to the pickup location as a group while maintaining social distancing.
Confirmed Covid Case On-Site:

1. ASE will keep daily records of groups in the case of an outbreak of Covid so we are able to
trace every individual who was in contact with the Covid patient.
2. All families in the program will be notified, by email, in person, and with a written letter
that there was a positive case on site along with a list of symptoms to look for.
3. The classroom that the Covid patient was in will be closed to allow all individuals who
were in contact with the patient to isolate at least 14 days (individuals who develop
symptoms will need to isolate longer than 14 days).
4. In the event that more than one Covid case occurs it will be determined whether or not the
whole program will need to close for a minimum of 14 days.
5. All confirmed cases will be reported to the Minnesota Department of Health. If the
Minnesota Department of Health determines that ASE needs to act in any other way not
stated above, ASE will follow the guidelines set forth by the MDH.

CAAEP

CAAEP provides Extended Day High School for credit recovery from 4 pm to 6 pm Monday
evenings both in person or remotely. All tests and quizzes need to be taken in person.
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SCENARIO 2 – HYBRID LEARNING
In this scenario, schools will provide a mix of in-person and distance learning for students and will
follow increased safety guidelines to help minimize transmission of COVID-19. Safety protocol will
meet the requirements set forth by the Minnesota Department of Health. For more information
regarding those protocol and the education plan under this scenario, please review the following
information.
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Health Expectations and Screening

Social Distancing and Minimizing Exposure

All precautions from scenario 1 will be in place with the addition of the following:

Elementary Schools
• At the elementary level we will be rearranging classroom layouts to ensure 6-foot
distancing requirement.
• Music and Art Specialists will provide services in homeroom classes to minimize the
unnecessary movement of students.

Middle School
• Classrooms and hallways will be closely monitored by adults to ensure mandatory 6
feet social distancing.
• Students will be assigned lockers by classroom, each classroom’s lockers will be spread
out throughout the locker bay to ensure students are spread out when accessing their
lockers. CMS will ensure social distancing with at least 6 feet between people at all
times. If distancing cannot be achieved in a space, the number of occupants will be
reduced.
• CMS will review classroom capacity to ensure that a minimum of 6 feet distance is
attainable between students at ALL times.

High School
• CHS will reduce class sizes and use alternative spaces with greater capacity to allow for
more physical space between people.
• CHS will implement an alternate day schedule in order to allow adherence to MDH
classroom social distancing requirements.
• CHS will limit the number of people in school facilities and on transportation vehicles to
50% maximum occupancy.
• CHS will ensure sufficient social distancing with at least 6 feet between people at all
times. If distancing cannot be achieved in a space or on a transportation vehicle, the
number of occupants will be reduced.
CAAEP
• Frequent reminders will be provided for students and staff to stay at least 6 feet apart
from one another when feasible.

Face Coverings

Face coverings will be required under the Governor’s Executive Order 20-81. Face covering
expectations and requirements are the same under scenario 2 as they are under scenario 1.

Protecting Vulnerable Populations

All precautions from scenario 1 will remain in place under scenario 2. Staff and families are
encouraged to communicate the need for accommodations with the building principal.
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Hygiene Practices

All precautions from scenario 1 will remain in place under scenario 2.

Cleaning and Materials Handling

All precautions from scenario 1 will remain in place under scenario 2.

Monitoring and Excluding for Illness

Monitoring and exclusions processes and procedures are the same as under scenario 1.

Water and Ventilation Systems

All precautions from scenario 1 will remain in place under scenario 2.

Mental Health and Wellness

All supports from scenario 1 will remain in place under scenario 2.

Transportation

All precautions and procedures from scenario 1 will remain in place with the addition of the
following:

Physical Distancing:
•

Passenger capacity will be reduced to 50% maximum to allow for more physical space.

Nutrition

For students attending in person, nutrition guidelines will be the same as under scenario 1. Meals
will be provided for students participating in the hybrid model who are not scheduled to be in
attendance for the day using the following procedure:

Breakfast

Elementary Schools

Students will order meals through their homeroom teacher on the day they are scheduled
to be in attendance during the hybrid rotation. Meals will be ready for students to pick up
at the end of the day as they leave school.
If a student is absent on their regularly scheduled day of attendance, families may order
meals by calling the school office prior to 9 a.m. and placing their order.
29 | P a g e

Middle School

Students will order meals through their homeroom teacher on the day they are scheduled
to be in attendance during the hybrid rotation. Meals will be ready for students to pick up
at the end of the day as they leave school.
If a student is absent on their regularly scheduled day of attendance, families may order
meals by calling the school office prior to 9 a.m. and placing their order.
High School

Students will order meals through their 1st hour teacher on the day they are scheduled to
be in attendance during the hybrid rotation. Meals will be ready for students to pick up at
the end of the day as they leave school.
If a student is absent on their regularly scheduled day of attendance, families may order
meals by calling the school office prior to 9 a.m. and placing their order.
CAAEP

CAAEP staff will coordinate directly with parents/guardians to coordinate hybrid meal
order and distribution.

Lunch

Elementary Schools

Students will order meals through their homeroom teacher on the day they are scheduled
to be in attendance during the hybrid rotation. Meals will be ready for students to pick up
at the end of the day as they leave school.
If a student is absent on their regularly scheduled day of attendance, families may order
meals by calling the school office prior to 9 a.m. and placing their order.
Middle School

Students will order meals through their homeroom teacher on the day they are scheduled
to be in attendance during the hybrid rotation. Meals will be ready for students to pick up
at the end of the day as they leave school.
If a student is absent on their regularly scheduled day of attendance, families may order
meals by calling the school office prior to 9 a.m. and placing their order.
High School

Students will order meals through their 1st hour teacher on the day they are scheduled to
be in attendance during the hybrid rotation. Meals will be ready for students to pick up at
the end of the day as they leave school.
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If a student is absent on their regularly scheduled day of attendance, families may order
meals by calling the school office prior to 9 a.m. and placing their order.
Meals for In Person Sessions:
• Lunch
o Students have a choice of bringing a lunch from home or ordering hot lunch from
the cafeteria. This year there will be only 1 option of hot lunch a day. Each
morning, students will order hot lunch is they want. Staff members will notify
the Head Secretary and she places the order with the Cloquet foodservice
director.
o At lunch time, a staff member will go to the cafeteria at the specified time to get
the lunches for each student. The lunches will be served by the foodservice staff
member and put onto the cart for each classroom. The staff member will
distribute the lunches to students while they sit at their assigned
desk/workspace. Students will take off their mask and enjoy their lunch.
o When lunch is over, students will put their trays back on the carts and the staff
member will bring the trays back to the cafeteria. The staff member will use
gloves to empty the trays and return them to the used tray window. Foodservice
staff will wash all trays using the dishwasher. (Utensils are throwables, so they
go in the trash.)
o Students will wash hands or use hand sanitizer and then they will put on their
cloth mask.
Meals for Distance Learning Sessions:
• Lunch
o During the in-person session, each student will order lunch for the distance
learning sessions. These orders will be called in to the foodservice director along
with the in-person lunch orders.
o The Foodservice staff will pack lunches to go home for the distance learning
sessions during the hybrid scenario.
o At the end of the in-person session, each student who ordered take home meals
for distance learning days will be given a bag of the lunches each of the distance
learning sessions. Students will take them home. Parents/guardians will be
advised that the lunches need to be refrigerated until they are eaten.

Internet and Device Access

All students will be issued a 1:1 for use at home and on campus. Students in grades
kindergarten through 8 will receive an Apple iPad, while students in grades 9 through 12
will receive a Chromebook. Devices will be assigned to students and handed out during
each students’ scheduled homeroom at the beginning of the school year. Students will be
responsible for bringing their assigned device home and back to school as required. While
on campus, all students will have internet access via Wi-Fi in the school buildings. After
school hours, the school district will provide internet access to students free of charge
outdoors at the north parking lot of Cloquet Senior High School via Wi-Fi. Students who do
not have internet access in the home may utilize this resource on their school-issued device
if they desire. During any distance learning, families are strongly encouraged to obtain high
speed internet in their homes from any of the local internet service providers. Many
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providers have internet packages that will be suitable for every family throughout the
district. High-speed internet from local ISPs will provide the best experience for students
while they are learning from home. If families are unable to obtain internet access in the
home, for any reason, the school district has options available to assist students in
accessing online resources while they are home. Families are encouraged to reach out to
their child’s school if they need additional assistance. While on campus, every effort has
been taken to ensure that students do not share electronic devices. There are some
computer labs where students must share. In these few instance’s teachers will wipe and
disinfect the commonly touched surfaces in between classes.

CAAEP
• Each student will have chrome books issued to them at the beginning of the school year.
Staff will work with each student to teach the students how to use the chrome books
and how to access the resources needed to complete the assigned tasks and activities.
• Staff will contact families to determine the level of internet access at the family's house
in order to plan for times when there needs to be hybrid or distance learning. If families
do not have access to the internet, they will be provided with a hotspot which is
connected to the Chromebook in order for the child to access the internet and complete
his/her educational activities and tasks.
• Students will keep one chrome book at school and one chrome book will be sent home.
If a child needs to have a hotspot to access the internet, the hotspot will be configured
to the student’s home chrome book.
• During the distance learning days of the hybrid schedule, students are expected to be
online during their regularly scheduled classes as the teachers are on Google meet live
while they are teaching in the classroom. The lessons will be uploaded to Schoology so
students can refer to them later if needed.

Recess

Precautions for recess will be the same as under scenario 1.

Attendance

Elementary Schools
• Will be monitored and recorded to Infinite Campus in accordance with MDE guidelines.
• Students who are at home on their distance learning days are expected to participate
and engage with staff and/or post work daily. Daily attendance will be monitored and
recorded for distance learning students just as it will be for in-person learners.

Middle School
• Students choosing the distance learning model or those participating from home in the
hybrid model will be expected to log into a Google Meet to participate in a live class with
their teacher and classmates. If a student is not logged in at the beginning of the period,
they will be marked absent. If they log into the Google Meet late (but still within the
regularly scheduled class period), the absence will be changed to a tardy. Attendance
will be taken as normal for in-person students.
• Parents will receive an attendance call from the office when a student has not been
called in as absent.
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High School
• Attendance will be taken each period. Students at home will be expected to attend each
period virtually and attendance will be taken the same as if they were physically in class.
• Students without internet at home will be expected to call their homeroom teacher each
day to record attendance.
CAAEP

Hybrid instruction will be provided on a schedule depending on the school district the
student is from and the days assigned to that district to be in school (ex. Monday and
Tuesday will be some districts time to be in school and Thursday and Friday will be the
other districts days to be in school while on a hybrid schedule. Wednesdays are distance
learning days unless the student is required to be in school (eg. IEP, poor or no internet.)
Each student and teacher have a daily schedule that supports the length of the school day
reported, the dates of instruction, the classes in which the student is enrolled, and the
student’s Percent Enrolled as reported on MARSS. Students participating for less than the
full scheduled school day are reported as part time.
•

In Person Sessions and Distance Learning Sessions: Students and teachers participate in
classes at the school site or on Google meet for the regular school day. Attendance is
taken daily and students who are enrolled generate membership. Each class has an
established daily schedule. Students scheduled to participate for less than the full school
day are reported as part time.

Distance Learning Sessions:
•

•

•
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Students at CAAEP alternate between attending at the school site and participating in
remote instruction on a rotating schedule. For example, some students will attend in
person Monday and Tuesday and the other students will attend on Thursday and Friday.
On Wednesday all students are doing distance learning and the teacher delivers
instruction at the same time through distance learning to students who are off-site. All
students in the class have the same daily schedule but would alternate between on-site
and remote/off-site days. This reduces the student’s time in the classroom allowing for
other classes to use the room on alternate days. It also allows all students the
opportunity to attend at the school site.

A subset of students in a class or classroom could attend at the school site for the
scheduled class time while other students in the class or classroom participate remotely.
All of the students in the class would receive the same instruction at the same time on
the same schedule, i.e., some students in the classroom and some remotely/off-site. The
students would alternate physical attendance schedules allowing all students who are
able to attend at the school site. This allows for social distancing for students and
teachers while giving all students the opportunity to attend at the school site.

For schools and students without adequate technology, either of the first two scenarios
could be used for onsite instruction. On days that the students are receiving distance
learning off-site they are provided with recorded videos and/or coursework that they
are expected to review and complete at home and return to the teacher the next time the

•

•

•

•

class meets on-site. Attendance must be taken for both the on-site and off-site
instructional days.

Under any of these scenarios, students with special learning needs or situations could
attend at the school site more frequently, up to full-time. Under any of these scenarios,
students who are unable to attend at all for the on-site portion of the day or week could
participate fully online by remote, synchronous instruction. The scheduled instructional
time generates student membership, whether provided on-site or off-site. Students who
are expected to attend for less than the full school day are reported as part time.

Daily attendance is taken whether the student is on-site or receiving instruction off-site.
Students without documented participation are reported as absent, including both the
on-site and the off-site instructional time.
Students who are unable to attend on-site due to reasons related to Covid-19 will be
included via the distance learning model:

Remote class participation: schools and students with the technology that allows
students to remotely participate in their class for the full school day generate full-time
membership. Membership for students who participate for less than the full school day
is reduced proportionately.

Communication with Students, Families and Staff

Elementary Schools
• Ongoing communications are sent to families using the Infinite Campus School
Messenger email function.
• Monthly/bi-monthly newsletters are sent from the school to each family.
• Each building has a webpage that is utilized to disseminate information.

Middle School
• All necessary communication will be sent to students/families via Infinite Campus
Messenger and our robocall system as well as being posted to our school/district
websites.
High School
• All necessary communication will be sent to students/families via Infinite Campus
Messenger and our robocall system as well as being posted to our school/district
websites.

CAAEP
CAAEP communicates with students, families and staff via the following modalities:
• Phone, text, Google hang outs, Google meet, school Messenger, and email.
• Draft will be shared with staff and input from them gathered. Revisions made when
possible.
• The draft will be sent to families and input from them gathered and revisions (when
possible) will be made to the draft.
• Final draft will be published and sent to all stakeholders
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Activities and Athletics

MDE continues to partner with the Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL) in
providing guidance to member schools regarding participation in athletics and activities.
School-based activities and athletics are important to our students’ educational experience
and more specific guidance will be provided in alignment with the three educational
scenarios described in 2020-21 Planning Guidance for Schools. This guidance will follow the
recommendations of the Minnesota Department of Health focused on the safety of students,
adults and communities and will be provided soon.
Cloquet School District will follow the guidance of MDE, MDH, and MSHSL when providing
activities. Cloquet School District will continue to follow the MDH document for youth
sports guidance. Key elements of this document are creating a preparedness plan for each
activity, promoting a safe environment, wearing face masks when required, and promoting
health checks.

Elementary Schools

After School Programming

School Aged care (Kids Corner) will offer all day care at Zion Church as space allows, 6 am-6
pm. School hours of 8 am-3 pm will be free for those families who qualify under the Tier I
listing. Any extended hours will be fee based. The care will be limited to students who do
NOT have school on that day. For students who have school, we will not be offering any
before or after care. The Cloquet Schools will provide busing for students who qualify.
Middle School

The Middle School will not be offering after school programming to begin the school
year. Any additional programming that may be added later will be communicated to
parents through Infinite Campus Messenger or direct contact via phone or email.
After School Enrichment (ASE)-Precautions will be the same as under scenario 1.
CAAEP

CAAEP provides Extended Day High School for credit recovery on Mondays from 4pm to
6pm. Either in person with distance learning.
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SCENARIO 3 – DISTANCE LEARNING ONLY
In this scenario, schools will provide distance learning only for students to help minimize
transmission of COVID-19. For more information regarding those protocol and the education
plan under this scenario, please review the following information. Please note – this plan
refers to the situation when ALL students are on distance learning. Families choosing
distance learning may experience slight variations from this plan when other students are in
attendance.
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Health Expectations and Screening

Social Distancing and Minimizing Exposure

Students will not be allowed in buildings, with the exception of allowable purposes as
determined by the Minnesota Department of Education. All staff within the buildings will
follow the same expectations outlined under Scenario 2.

Face Coverings

Face coverings will be required under the Governor’s Executive Order 20-81. Face covering
expectations and requirements are the same under scenario 2 as they are under scenario 1.

Protecting Vulnerable Populations

All precautions from scenario 1 will remain in place under scenario 2. Staff and families are
encouraged to communicate the need for accommodations with the building principal.

Hygiene Practices

All precautions from scenario 1 will remain in place under scenario 2.

Cleaning and Materials Handling

All precautions from scenario 1 will remain in place under scenario 2.

Monitoring and Excluding for Illness

Monitoring and exclusions processes and procedures are the same as under scenario 1.

Water and Ventilation Systems

All precautions from scenario 1 will remain in place under scenario 2.

Mental Health and Wellness

Students will have access to our school counselors and other mental health support staff
via phone or email using their Chromebooks during regularly scheduled school hours.
*Please call the school your child attends with any questions
o
o
o
o
o

Cloquet High School
Cloquet Middle School
Washington Elementary
Churchill Elementary
CAAEP

-

Transportation

218-879-3393
218-879-3328
218-879-3369
218-879-3308
218-879-0115

Transportation will be unnecessary during the period of full distance learning. Buses will
be utilized to support meal delivery in accordance with the nutrition plan.
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Breakfast (Distance Learning)

Nutrition

Distance learning meals will be available on a weekly ordering system. Meal prices will follow the
normal school year meal plan. Families qualifying for free lunch will receive meals at no charge.
Families qualifying for reduced price or full price meals will pay the same rate as if their student
were in attendance in-person.
Families using the distance learning option may order meals for the next week by Wednesday at
noon by calling (218) 878-3079 or ordering online at http://www.paypams.com/. A link to the
website is also available on the district website under food service.

Weekly meal orders will be available for pick up on the following Wednesday from the hours of 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Door 17 of Cloquet High School. Door 17 is located on the
north side and the door number is clearly indicated on the exterior of the building.

Lunch (Distance Learning)

Distance learning meals will be available on a weekly ordering system. Meal prices will follow the
normal school year meal plan. Families qualifying for free lunch will receive meals at no charge.
Families qualifying for reduced price or full price meals will pay the same rate as if their student
were in attendance in-person.
Families using the distance learning option may order meals for the next week by Wednesday at
noon by calling (218) 878-3079 or ordering online at http://www.paypams.com/. A link to the
website is also available on the district website under food service.

Weekly meal orders will be available for pick up on the following Wednesday from the hours of 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Door 17 of Cloquet High School. Door 17 is located on the
north side and the door number is clearly indicated on the exterior of the building.

Internet and Device Access

All students will be issued a 1:1 device for distance learning. Students in grades kindergarten
through 8 will receive an Apple iPad, while students in grades 9 through 12 will receive a
Chromebook. Families will be contacted by their child’s school to coordinate picking up their
child’s assigned 1:1 device if the child does not have it already. Each building will ensure that
appropriate safety measures are taken when issuing a student device and ensure both staff and
students are safe. During distance learning, families are strongly encouraged to obtain high speed
internet in their homes from any of the local internet service providers. The school district has
provided a list of ISPs to families for their convenience. Many providers have internet packages
that will be suitable for every family throughout the district. High-speed internet from local ISPs
will provide the best experience for students while they are learning from home. The school
district will provide internet access to students free of charge outdoors at the north parking lot of
Cloquet Senior High School. Students who do not have internet access in the home may utilize this
resource on their school-issued device if they desire. If families are unable to obtain internet
access in the home, for any reason, the school district has options available to assist students in
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accessing online resources while they are home. Families are encouraged to reach out to their
child’s school if they need additional assistance.

Attendance

During the school closure/distance learning period, schools are required to keep attendance.
The school district will keep attendance for all students using the following process:
Elementary

Will be monitored and recorded to Infinite Campus in accordance with MDE guidelines. Daily
contact and participation will be required by all students.

Middle School
• Students will be required to log into a Google Meet to participate in a live class with their
teacher and classmates. If a student is not logged in at the beginning of the period, they
will be marked absent. If they log into the Google Meet late (but still within the regularly
scheduled class period), the absence will be changed to a tardy. Daily contact and
participation will be required.
• Parents will receive an attendance call from the office when a student has not been called
in as absent.
High School

• Attendance will be taken each period.
• Students at home will be expected to attend each period virtually and attendance will be
taken the same as if they were physically in class. Students without internet at home will
be expected to call their homeroom teacher each day to record attendance.
Cloquet Area Alternative Education Program (CAAEP)

CAAEP staff will be monitoring student attendance daily via Schoology or Edgenuity log
in, emails, phone calls and returned schoolwork. If a student is not online or in contact,
staff will be doing thorough searches for those students.

Communication with Students, Families and Staff

Families are encouraged to communicate with teachers throughout the distance learning
period through the contact information provided by the teacher. If families have
additional questions that are not related to students’ courses, please contact the main
office of your school for guidance and direction.

Cloquet Public Schools will provide updates to families periodically, as needed, via our
email and phone messenger system, as well as posting important updates on the website.
Families who do not have access to internet or email are encouraged to contact your
school to arrange for delivery of a hard copy of important messages via the mail. You are
also encouraged to call the school office to learn about any important updates during the
week.
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Activities and Athletics

MDE continues to partner with the Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL) in
providing guidance to member schools regarding participation in athletics and activities.
School-based activities and athletics are important to our students’ educational experience
and more specific guidance will be provided in alignment with the three educational
scenarios described in 2020-21 Planning Guidance for Schools. This guidance will follow the
recommendations of the Minnesota Department of Health focused on the safety of students,
adults and communities and will be provided soon.
Cloquet School District will follow the guidance of MDE, MDH, and MSHSL when providing
activities. Cloquet School District will continue to follow the MDH document for youth
sports guidance. Key elements of this document are creating a preparedness plan for each
activity, promoting a safe environment, wearing face masks when required, and promoting
health checks.

After School Programming

School Aged care (Kids Corner) will offer all day care at Zion Church 6 am-6 pm. School
hours of 8 am-3 pm will be free for those families who qualify under the Tier I listing. Any
extended hours will be fee based. The Cloquet Schools will provide busing for students who
qualify.

Distance Learning Plan
Elementary

All students at the elementary level will have access to a district issued student use iPad. In
a Distance Learning model students would have daily work and instruction accessible
through their device and would be in contact with their assigned distance learning
teacher. The district will utilize online platforms (examples may include Seesaw or
Schoology) to allow for students to easily access content related to the Minnesota state
academic standards. Platforms will also allow for students to post work and interact with
their teachers on a daily basis. Expectations for student learning include daily
attendance and interaction with the distance learning teacher.
Students with IEP or 504 plans will engage in distance learning similar to their
peers. Additionally, they will also have support and interaction with applicable case
managers and staff to ensure access to appropriate resources and instruction.
Middle School
•
•
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Distance learning students will be joining their classmates online during their
regularly scheduled class times (synchronously) up to three times a day for Language
Arts, Math, and Science or Social Studies Instruction.
Teachers will use technology to promote engagement, interaction, and participation
from all distance learning students.

•

•

Students without internet access will be assigned an internet hotspot that we have
been upgraded from last year. Also, internet hotspots will be distributed individually
and not one per household like last year. Distance learning students will be joining
their classmates online during their regularly scheduled class times (synchronously)
up to three times a day for Language Arts, Math, and Science or Social Studies
Instruction.
Teachers will use technology to promote engagement, interaction, and participation
from all distance learning students.

High School

CHS Distance Learning Plan for Students and Guardians
•
•
•

Distance learning students will be joining their classmates online during their
regularly scheduled class times (synchronously).
Teachers will use technology to promote engagement, interaction, and participation
from all distance learning students.
Students without internet access will be assigned an internet hotspot that has been
upgraded from last year. Also, internet hotspots will be distributed to each individual
student to ensure all students within a household will have sufficient access to their
own wireless service to support distance learning. Distance learning students will be
joining their classmates online during their regularly scheduled class times
(synchronously).

Cloquet Area Alternative Education Program

CAAEP Distance Learning Plan for Students and Guardians
CAAEP is committed to continuing quality educational programming for all of our students
through distance learning as we work to combat the spreading of COVID-19. We
understand that our students and our families have varying situations and circumstances
during school closures and will work hard to develop a plan to meet the needs of every
one of our individual students.
•

41 | P a g e

CAAEP – 218-879-0115

During Distance Learning, CAAEP will:
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Increase communication regarding the current
COVID-19 data
Regularly check in with each student’s
parent/guardian to ask how distance learning is
working and to see if there are improvements to
make
Conduct Health Screening of all staff who enter the
school
Provide each staff a cloth mask and shield to wear
Provide a chromebook for each student to use
during distance learning
Facilitate chromebook training for all staff and
students
Ensure all students are able to access the internet
from home if distance learning is necessary,
provide hotspots if necessary
Provide meals for students on distance learning
days
Monitor data to move from distance to hybrid or in
person as soon as possible
Allow parents/guardians to continue distance
learning if uncomfortable sending students back to
school

During Distance Learning, CAAEP staff will:
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

Wear a cloth mask and follow the health and
safety protocols
Teach, practice and encourage students to follow
health and safety protocols within their home
environment
Work with Students and Parents to update
student’s IEP to include the updated plans to
address hybrid and distance learning
Provide instruction for each student to enable
them to make progress on state standards and
earning credit for graduation (High School) Work
on identified skills as illustrated in each students
(CLP)
Problem solve when issues arise
Communicate with parents regularly regarding the
student’s progress
Teach students how to use the chromebook to
complete assigned tasks
Follow distance learning plans for all students

During Distance Learning, each student will:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Participate in class during scheduled class times.
Follow directions from staff and complete assigned tasks
Communicate with staff if there is a concern or if not feeling well
Use daily schedule to follow through on educational requirements
Use materials and chromebooks responsibly to complete assigned digital tasks
During google meets sessions, interact respectfully with classmates and staff
Use tools to get questions answered during task completion
If using a hotspot. Only use the hotspot for school work as you have a limited amount of
internet time on it and you will need it for school work.

Special Education Services
Staff are considering each individual student with disabilities, whether they receive
special education services or 504 accommodations, and whether they can access and
participate in the distance learning plan as expected of their general education peers.
From there, special education staff will continue to focus on the least restrictive
environment for all students. If students are not able to access and participate in the plan,
like their peers, staff will consider additional supports and services for individual
students. If the general education distance learning plan is not appropriate for individual
students after consideration of needs, staff will focus efforts to provide instruction based
on current standards students are learning, along with meeting IEP goals. Staff will
determine reasonable accommodations for students in order to make progress on the
identified standards and IEP goals.

Staff will plan with consideration for service delivery frequency, duration, and alternative
modes of delivery, including related or supplemental IEP service providers. During this
public health crisis, as directed by both the federal and state governments, staff are not
required to fully meet service minute requirements in the IEP. Instead, staff will provide an

42 | P a g e

alternative delivery of special education services to meet identified standards and IEP
goals. Listed below are sample strategies staff may plan to meet standards and goals:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Instructional phone calls
Phone calls with parents for consultation
Virtual connection with students for instruction- FaceTime, Hangout or Zoom,
etc.
Emails to students
Physical delivery of instructional materials like packets or workboxes to
students, with instructions on what to do.
Or, a combination of the above.

Staff are expected to communicate in writing with families as a team, (including your
student’s general education teachers and administration) to outline the distance learning
plan, including special education accommodations. The communication should be in a
format which is reasonably simple and easy to understand. These plans may evolve over
time, as they could for all students, as we learn new methods and strategies for providing
effective distance learning.
As part of the distance learning plan, the state of MN is requiring that face-to-face
instruction, special education services and IEP-meetings are NOT allowed. This will
remain in force until typical school instruction resumes in the state/district.

As a student’s distance learning plan progresses, staff will be documenting all learning
activities, services and communication and collecting data on student progress. During the
distance learning period, staff will continue to work to meet special education and IEP
timelines by communicating with families about individual students. Teams may continue
to meet virtually during distance learning time. For evaluations of students, the
procedures which can be completed online or virtually will continue. Teams may need to
make individual decisions about assessments that require face-to-face interactions, as
those need to be delayed until school resumes in person.
Care for Children of Families of Emergency Workers and School-Aged Before and After Care
In the event distance learning is ordered by the Governor or needed locally, the
following actions will be taken by the Cloquet School District and Kids’ Corner in regard
to the care of children during this time. The district will follow the Governor’s definition
of Tier 1 emergency worker for eligibility for free care. This definition is:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Healthcare Personnel
Emergency Medical Services Personnel (full-time)
Law Enforcement Personnel
Firefighter Personnel
Personnel providing Correctional Services
Public Health Employees
Court Personnel

School age care for children of critical workers is intended for extreme circumstances in
which no parent or guardian is at home due to employment as a critical worker. Cloquet
Public Schools will offer care for any student ages 5-12 years who is currently enrolled,
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whose parents/guardians qualify under the governor’s emergency worker list above, and
meet the extreme circumstance description . Care will also be provided for children of
school employees who are required to report to a school district building if they meet the
extreme circumstance description. Care will be provided for children of Tier II workers if
space is available.

In order for care to be provided to your student, you will need to register by noon
Wednesday of the preceding week. To register, email Kids Corner: kidscorner@isd94.org. In
the email you must provide:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parent/guardian names and phone numbers.
Child(ren) name and grade, and which school they regularly attend.
Any allergies and medical information (including when and
what medication may need to be given).
At least one emergency contact.
The days you will need care along with the times.
If they will be bused or dropped off and picked up.

For emergency, last-minute, registrations call: 218-879-3309.

School aged care will be provided at one site, Zion Church on Washington Avenue, for all
qualifying students who currently attend Churchill, Washington, or Cloquet Middle School.
Students should be dropped off and picked up at Kids Corner Door A. They must be signed
in and out daily, and a quick health screen will be conducted.
Any student with a fever or other symptoms will not be admitted.

The program will be open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on any day that was a regularly scheduled school
day. The usual fee of $3.75 hour will be charged for 6 am-8 am and 3 pm-6 pm.
Care will be provided at no charge during the hours of 8 am - 3 pm for elementary
students who qualify, and 8:30 am - 3:30 pm for middle school students who qualify.
Parents/guardians must be at work while their students are attending the care
program.
Breakfast and lunch will be provided at no charge on site daily.

Transportation will be provided for students only for the 8 am drop off and 3 pm end
time. Parents may drop off and pick up throughout the scheduled hours. Families MUST
contact Cloquet Transit to decide for transportation in advance by calling 218-879-1291.

Families must register in advance for care and make staff aware if their student will be
arriving and/or leaving on the bus.

Any family using the care program must provide the following information for each student:
•
•
•
•
•
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Parent name
Child name
Any allergy your child may have
Other individuals authorized to pick up your child, if other than you
Proof in the form of a badge or letter from your employer proving that you work for
one of the eligible agencies

Adults will need to provide identification when picking up their student(s). There will be
no transportation provided until you have verified your emergency worker status and
coordinated transportation with Cloquet Transit. Cloquet Transit will arrange pick up
times and dates with individual families. You will need to continue to arrange for pick up
and drop off of your child until these arrangements are confirmed.
English Learners

Cloquet Public Schools staff will reach out to English learner families and students to
create an individual plan for each student throughout the distance learning period.
Students Experiencing Homelessness or Housing Instability

If your family is experiencing homelessness or housing instability which is impacting your
student’s ability to access the distance learning effectively, please contact your school.
Your school will discuss options for alternate arrangements to serve your student(s).
*Please call the school your child attends with any questions
•
•
•
•
•

Cloquet High School
Cloquet Middle School
Washington Elementary
Churchill Elementary
CAAEP

-

218-879-3393
218-879-3328
218-879-3369
218-879-3308
218- 879-0115

Early Learning
Early Childhood Family Education
ECFE/Parent Education/Time for Tots Preschool: Cloquet Public Schools recognizes the
high value of continuity and relationships for early childhood students and families. In
regards of this, ECFE, Parent Education and Time for Tots Preschool staff will continue to
provide social and learning opportunities through a combination of online, electronic, and
paper resources. Staff will be creating weekly packets to be mailed, delivered, or picked up
by each Time for Tots Preschool student family. The packets will include a variety of skill
worksheets, information and fun craft and games to keep the students on track with their
kindergarten readiness skills. In addition, the Preschool teacher and classroom aides will
be regularly contacting each student and family by phone and/or email to check in, answer
questions and listen to concerns.

ECFE/Parent Education currently has a strong online connection with enrolled families.
We will continue to connect with families using this medium and will also connect with
each family by phone and/or email to check in, answer questions and listen to
concerns. Paper packets may be sent out with information and activities that families
can use with their children.

Our priority for early education families is to provide reassurance, continuity, and a
connection for them to keep some normalcy during this time of extreme disruption.
Early Childhood Special Education

Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) will plan to continue services following the
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guidelines listed below. These guidelines are listed by program. For questions regarding
ECSE services, please contact our ECSE staff at:
Help Me Grow:
• Still active and receiving referrals
• Will do intake over the phone including developmental history
• Will begin evaluations for part c students

Part C Evals
• Current evaluations are still on a 45 timeline, as of now this does not change.
• New evaluations will get phone call and be screened to determine if an evaluation is
needed.
• If an evaluation is required, evaluation procedures will be done primarily via phone
and video observation.
• If the child will qualify, but a complete evaluation cannot be accomplished, an interim
IFSP will be written and followed until school resumes.
Part B Evals
• ECSE staff will complete evaluation reports for students that have been tested.
• If it is possible to complete evaluations without direct contact, the evaluations will
continue.
• New part B evaluations are on hold per the State at this time.
Part C Services
• Services will continue under our current service plans using a Coach Model.
• ECSE staff will send out HELP at home handouts.
• The primary service provider will continue to interview parents using the HELP
checklist to track development.

Part B Services
• Each case manager is contacting students on their caseload to complete the google
sheet regarding intensity/frequency of services and opportunities for learning.
• ECSE staff will create three levels of intervention plans that target all developmental
areas. Embedded into the monthly plan are the components of WBWF Entrance to K
components. The plans will go out once per month and would go to approximately
100 students. These will be sent out either via email, hand delivered to Little
Lumberjacks or Little Thunder, or may be sent home with a school-aged sibling via
their weekly activity packet. In some instances, these may need to be delivered
directly to the family.
• For students with behavior needs, case managers will send personalized programming.
• ECSE staff will send home appropriate instructions, activities, apps, and links as
available.
• ECSE staff will plan to incorporate PT/OT suggestions as needed.
• ECSE staff will plan to coordinate with D/HH as needed.

Tribal Considerations

Cloquet Public Schools American Indian Education (AIE) staff were key collaborators in the
creation of the distance learning plan. They met to develop strategies to meet student and
family needs should a distance learning model be ordered by the Governor. Maintaining
supports and relationships with families will be a high priority. AIE staff will work with
American Indian families to communicate distance learning processes and to support
students’ ability to access distance learning. During distance learning time, AIE families will
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have direct access to AIE staff by phone, email, and other digital platforms. AIE staff will
support AIE students and their families by providing reasonable accommodations and
supports arranged between AIE staff and the student/family.
AIE staff will also provide age appropriate culture kits to provide to American Indian
families. These kits may include beading projects, dreamcatcher kits, sacred plan
poster materials and Native inspired coloring sheets. Ojibwe language guides,
flashcards, websites, and trivia will be made available for download.
AIE staff will also provide additional student support by sending out individualized
postcards, birthday cards, filmed media messages and via phone calls.
Families who may have additional questions may contact the Indian Education
Director at: Teresa Angell – 879-6721, ext. 6206.
Cloquet Public Schools Distance Learning Question Line

If you have questions regarding this distance learning plan and are unsure of where
to direct your question, please call 218-879-0218. The district has set up an
automated calling menu to help guide your questions to appropriate staff. We will
work to improve the direction of phone calls as we progress through the distance
learning process.
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