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CLOQUET PUBLIC SCHOOLS MISSION
Linking school and community to provide lifelong learning for all.
CLOQUET PUBLIC SCHOOLS PHILOSOPHY
We believe the educational process must empower all students with the
knowledge base, interpersonal skills, reasoning power, and foundation for
lifelong learning enabling them to function to the best of their abilities in a
complex multi-cultural and changing global society.
We believe quality education is research based, founded on sound
curriculum, facilitated by excellent staff, arises from high expectations,
demands demonstrated achievement and embraces the belief that all learners
can be successful.
We believe the school environment must value cultural diversity, and
foster interpersonal respect, caring attitudes, and positive learning experiences
for all.
We believe it is the responsibility of the community, and tribal
community, including parents and non-parents, business and industry,
religious and social agencies, in cooperation with the educational system to
support all students in their efforts to learn.
We believe appropriate technology employed in learning, teaching, and
management strategies empowers students and staff to better function in an
increasingly technological society.
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Dear Parents,
As you are enrolling your child in kindergarten, we would like to take
this opportunity to welcome you and your child to the Cloquet Public
Schools.
The first school year is indeed an important one. Many boys and girls
are, for the first time, away from home for an extended period of time.
They are introduced into a new world where they meet new playmates
and a teacher who is skilled in working with small children. You, the
parent, and we, the school staff, want this school experience to be a
happy, satisfying, and successful one for each child. We can achieve this
goal through close cooperation between home and school.
This Kindergarten-Parent Handbook has been written to help you and
your child get ready for school. We hope that it will answer many
questions, which you might have about our school procedures,
organization, and curriculum. As it contains so much information that
you will find valuable throughout your child's kindergarten year, we ask
that you please keep it so you can refer to it as needed.
You are cordially invited to come to school, visit the classes, and meet
the teachers and principal. Together we will achieve the best possible
education for your child.
Sincerely yours,

Robbi Mondati, Principal-Washington
David Wangen, Principal-Churchill

4

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
AGE
Your child must be five (5) years of age on or before September 1st of
the year she/he enters kindergarten. Children vary in their rate of maturing
and some benefit from having an extra year before starting traditional
kindergarten. Enrollment in our Early Five Developmental Kindergarten is
highly encouraged for children not maturationally ready for school learning
even though five years of age. (see p. 6). If you have any questions
regarding your child's readiness to begin kindergarten, talk to the school
principal or kindergarten teacher.
EVIDENCE OF AGE
Your child's birth certificate to verify age must be presented to
school officials before your child enters school. This is usually
accomplished on the day of Kindergarten Roundup. NO CHILD WILL BE
ALLOWED TO ATTEND KINDERGARTEN IF HIS/HER BIRTH DATE HAS
NOT BEEN VERIFIED.
IMMUNIZATIONS
Minnesota state law requires children to be fully immunized before
starting school. Your child must have: 5 DTP (Diptheria-Tetanus-Pertusis), 4
Polio, 3 Hepatitis B, 2 MMR (Measles-Mumps-Rubella) and 2 Varicella
(Chicken Pox).
CHILDREN WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO BEGIN
KINDERGARTEN UNTIL THE SCHOOL HAS RECEIVED EVIDENCE THAT
IMMUNIZATIONS ARE UP TO DATE.
The last series of immunizations can be given before their fifth birthday.
If your child will not receive shots for medical reasons or conscientiously held
beliefs, call Sarah Ellena at 879-3393.
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION
A physical examination by your physician is recommended prior to
school entrance but not required.
KINDERGARTEN TIME SCHEDULES

Early Five Developmental Kindergarten 8:00 – 3:00 (Every Other Day)
Full Day Kindergarten 8:00 – 3:00 (Every Day)
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THE KINDERGARTEN CHILD
Children of each age have many common characteristics. Most children
need security, praise, encouragement and understanding. Children are alike
and different. The following characteristics occur most frequently at the
kindergarten age level:
Physically, children
☺
are very active.
☺

are developing and refining motor skills.

☺

are able to dress and undress with little or no help.

Intellectually, children
☺
are eager for information and ask many questions.
☺

have a varying attention span.

☺

have a good memory for experiences.

☺

are very imaginative.

☺

live in a "here and now" world.

Socially, children
☺ prefer small groups of 4 or 5 children.
☺

are eager to gain social recognition in a peer group.

☺

have strong feelings about personal possessions.

☺

enjoy being liked by others.

Emotionally, children
☺
are generally well-adjusted.
☺

seek adult support, guidance, and approval.

Generally, children
☺
are developing at their own rate.
☺

have certain traits which make them unique and special.
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THE KINDERGARTEN DAY
A typical school day includes the following:

Opening - large group activities
Working in learning centers/stations or as a large group on activities which integrate the
following:
☺
reading, writing, speaking, listening
☺

math

☺

health, social studies and/or science

☺

music

☺

physical education

☺

art

☺
story time
Specialist
Snack
Free choice - play explorations
Closing - summary of day

Your kindergartner will have the opportunity to:
☺

work, play and share with others.

☺

develop awareness of the world around them.

☺

develop organizational skills.

☺

follow directions.

☺

develop listening skills.

☺

develop awareness of print.

☺

improve small/large muscle coordination.

☺

participate in rhythmic activities.

☺

sing songs.

☺

learn self expression through music, art, dramatic play, and speech.

☺

learn self expression using paints, scissors, crayons, and chalk, etc.

☺

develop self-control and stability.

☺

become responsible independent learners and problem solvers.

☺

develop emergent reading skills.

☺

develop mathematical thinking skills.

☺

develop iPad and computer skills.
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SNACKS
Each kindergarten child is provided milk. A small snack is served daily. Your
child’s teacher will ask you to contribute money and/or snacks.

PREPARATION FOR KINDERGARTEN
To help your child get ready for kindergarten, encourage your child in the
following ways:
☺
to know his or her full name, address, and telephone number.
☺

to put on and take off outer clothing.

☺

to care for toilet needs.

☺

to play with other children of their own age.

Children learn by doing, we suggest the following:
☺
reading stories aloud frequently.
☺

☺

taking family trips: zoo, farm, airport, fire station, library, grocery
store, etc.
giving many chances for self expression (speech, art activities,
etc.).
answering his/her many questions.

☺

talking about what is going on in their life.

☺

See that your child's belongings are labeled with their name on all
outer clothing and boots. Many children have similar clothing!!
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
►A sturdy backpack
►Tennis shoes (velcro or laces if child is able to tie independently)
A specific list from individual teachers will be provided in the fall.
TOYS
Children should leave their toys at home unless they are bringing them for a
special sharing time.
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EARLY FIVE DEVELOPMENTAL KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM
Early Five Developmental Kindergarten
The Early Five Developmental Kindergarten program is
designed for children who will be five years old on or before
September 1, but who indicate a younger developmental age. A
child’s developmental age is the age at which he/she functions as
a total being; physically, socially, emotionally, and academically.
The Early Five Developmental Kindergarten program can provide
children with the time and concentrated effort needed to enhance
growth in all these areas.
Program
The Early Five Developmental Kindergarten program is a
regular education program for any child 5 years of age who would
benefit. Typically, a child who would benefit from this program
would have a late spring or summer birthday. The curriculum is
designed to meet the needs of a young five learner. Placement
for the following year will be determined through parent/teacher
conferences throughout the year.
Enrollment
As a parent, you will have the opportunity to enroll your child
in this program if their birthday falls between May 1st and
September 1st without testing. If you are unsure of your child’s
readiness for kindergarten and would like to know where your
child is functioning developmentally, the Kindergarten staff can
complete the Gesell Readiness Assessment. After the assessment
is completed the staff member will be able to give you the
developmental age of your child and discuss the recommended
placement for the upcoming school year.
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Full DAY KINDERGARTEN
A full day program in an enriched learning environment.
•

8:00 am – 3:00 pm

•

Journeys Reading Instruction

•

Everyday Math Instruction

•

Science, Social, Health Units

•

Small Group Station Activities Writing Activities

•

Music, Art, Gym & Book Check Out

•

Snack Time

•

Free Exploration and Social Time

•

Lunch & Recess

•

Quiet Time

•

Writing & Math Enrichment Activities

•

Technology Instruction and Exploration

•

Counselor Guidance Lessons
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KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM
READING/WRITING/SPEAKING

Kindergarten activities help give children a foundation for reading. Our
reading program goals are:
☺

increasing vocabulary

☺

listening for information and directions

☺

following directions

☺

retelling stories with a beginning, middle, and end

☺

identifying rhyming words, opposites, and positional words

☺

increasing attention span

☺

identifying letter names and reproducing letter sounds

☺

increasing phonemic awareness

☺

blending, segmenting, and deleting sounds

☺

identifying main character

☺

recognize 40 sight words
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MATH
Our math program has a hands-on manipulative approach to developing skills
in the following areas:
☺

counting, naming, applying, ordering, and writing numbers

☺

combining and separating sets (addition & subtraction)

☺

sorting and classifying

☺

matching

☺

patterning

☺

graphing

☺

comparing

☺

sequencing

☺

identifying geometric shapes

☺

measuring

☺

estimating

☺

money

☺

time
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MUSIC
Through our music activities your child will have an opportunity to:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

learn simple tunes.
sing with others.
listen to a variety of types of music.
develop a feeling for rhythm.
learn to interpret rhythms (skip-jump-walk-march).
develop creative imagination rhythmically with body movements and
instruments.
meet with a music specialist.
ART

Through our art activities your child will have an opportunity to:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

use a wide variety of materials.
develop initiative and originality.
express him/herself creatively.
work with a group or individually.
be responsible for completing work and cleaning up their workspace.
meet with a art specialist
CREATIVE DRAMATICS

Through dramatizations your child will have the opportunity to:
☺
☺
☺
☺

learn to present a story in proper sequence.
express him/herself and be imaginative.
develop self-confidence.
participate in imaginative play.
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HANDWRITING
In kindergarten, we teach children how to print their first and last
names. We use the traditional ball and stick style of handwriting. We
demonstrate the correct use of both upper-and lower-case letters and
numbers. This style of handwriting will be taught and used throughout the
elementary years. When helping your child with his/her name, use a capital
for the first letter only.

Handwriting: This is an example of how your
child needs to be printing his/her name. The
first letter is capital and all the rest lowercase.

Name

A

B C D E F G
K L M N O P Q
U V W X Y Z

a

b
k
v

0

1

c d e f
l m n o q
w x y z
2

3

4

5

g
r
6

14

7

H
R

I
S

J
T

h
s

I
t

j
u

8
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SOCIAL STUDIES
Your child will learn about the world around them in some of the following
units:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

All About Me
US Symbols
Code of Conduct
Timelines
Wants vs. Needs
Goods and Services
Globe and Mapping Skills
Comparing Traditions/Holiday Around the World
SCIENCE AND HEALTH

The kindergarten hands-on, activity centered, science and health curriculum
provide experiences in the scientific thinking skills of:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Observing
Questioning
Predicting
Gathering and recording data
Concluding and generalizing
Experimenting

Units of study may include:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Five Senses
Body
Seeds and Plants
Animals
Weather
Seasons
Dental Health
Nutrition
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Our Physical Educational program provides an opportunity for large
muscle development in a setting where games and rhythmic activities will help
in developing desirable social behavior. Skipping, hopping, playing games,
and using equipment not only provide pleasure, but build muscles and
develop eye and hand coordination. A Physical Education specialist will work
with your child to develop the following areas.
Our main objectives:
to help each child develop and maintain a suitable level of physical
fitness.
to promote physical development through planned vigorous movement.
to help each child develop small/large muscle coordination through
enjoyable experiences.
to help each child understand cooperation and friendly competition
through group games.
to encourage each child to develop the concepts of honesty, fair play,
consideration for others and following directions.
to help each child develop basic foundation skills in recreational
activities for the enjoyment of leisure time.
to learn to use equipment appropriately and safely.
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TRANSPORTATION
SCHOOL BUSES
Cloquet Public Schools contract with the Cloquet Transit Company to
provide transportation for eligible students, those who live over one mile from
school. It is our shared goal to provide safe, efficient transportation within
the budget restrictions.
BUS ROUTES
If your child is to be transported to kindergarten, you will be given
specific bus information at Kindergarten Pre-School conferences.
Pick-up times vary, especially as weather changes or if the route needs
to be altered. Have your child waiting at the designated location several
minutes prior to the time listed on your schedule. Our buses will not wait for
late students as the entire route will be delayed.
DROP OFF/ PICK UP LOCATIONS
The district assumes that all children eligible for transportation will be
picked up and dropped off at the bus stop nearest their home. If your child
will be coming from and going to a site other than your home address, you
must fill out a “Kindergarten Busing Request Form” prior to July 1st.
This form will be mailed to you in the middle of May along with an
addressed/stamped envelope to be mailed to Cloquet Transit. You must
select and maintain a primary site for pick up and drop off. If you need to
have one alternate site, you must also fill out a weekly schedule that we will
provide you. If the request form is returned later than August 1st,
your child cannot be guaranteed a bus route the first week of school. Please
return this form in a timely manner.
BUS TAGS
At Kindergarten Pre-School Conferences, you will receive a bus tag for
your child. Please see that it is worn each day for the first month or so to
help us get your child to his/her correct destination.
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TRANSFERS
Many of our students transfer buses at the Middle School. At first, this
can be confusing for our young people, so we provide extra help for them the
first several weeks.
BUS BEHAVIOR
Safety is of primary concern on our buses; therefore, students must
have good behavior. Students are to remain in their seats, control their arms
and legs, use appropriate language, and treat each other with respect. If a
student misbehaves, he or she will be issued a bus violation. Repeated
violations could result in suspension of bus privileges.
CARRYING LARGE ITEMS ON BUS
Large items such as sleds etc. are not to be carried on the bus. These
can be hazardous to other students. Please make other arrangements if your
child is asked to bring a sled or other large item to school.
For more information about bus transportation, please contact –
Cloquet Transit Co., Mr. Patrick Byrne – 879-1291.
TRANSPORTATION CHANGES
If you wish to make a change in your child’s transportation, we
must have a dated note from your child or a call from home.
Children sometimes become confused with verbal plans. For your
child's safety, we ask that you let us know of any change in
departure plans by 1pm. If no note or phone call is received, your
child will be sent to his/her usual destination.
If you are picking your child up from school, please check in at the
office. We want to assure that your child is not being taken by an
unauthorized person.
Students are not to make plans during the day to go someplace other
than home.
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GUESTS
Students occasionally ask to bring cousins and friends to school for the
day. We feel that this is disruptive to the student and class; therefore, we
do not allow student guests.

CHILDREN OF DIVORCE
Regardless of custody arrangements, parents have rights to information
regarding their child's school progress. Upon request, a non-custodial parent
has the right of access to copies of school records and information, to attend
conferences, and to be informed of their child's welfare and educational status
unless a court order states otherwise. The school district assumes there is no
court order unless one is filed with the school.

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING
Before School
When the superintendent deems it unsafe for our buses to run, school will be
closed, or we will start late. Our official radio station for school closing is
KDAL 610 AM. Please listen (don't call) any morning the weather looks
severe. Other stations that may report school closings are 95.7 Lite, WKLK at
12.30 AM and 96.5 FM. Or tune into TV stations KDLH Channel 3, KBJR
Channel 6, or WDIO Channels 10/13. You may also log on to our website:
www.isd94.org for information on school closings. You will also receive a text
and/or phone message from the school messaging system if there is a late
start, early dismissal, or closure.
During School
When serious storms develop during the school day and the
superintendent feels it would be better to send students home early, we will
also have the radio stations announce this information. It is crucial that you
have an emergency plan (that your child knows where to go if this situation
arises) so we are not sending him or her to a locked or empty house. If a
storm develops during the day, it is very possible that classes will be canceled.
Please listen to the radio during storms. Parents will also be notified by
the district school messenger emergency call system.
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PHONE CALLS
Teachers have phones in their classrooms that include voice mail. If
your message needs immediate attention please talk to the office staff when
they answer the phone and they will relay the message to the teacher.

SCHOOL PATROL
All students who walk to school and/or who cross streets by school are
to cross with the Patrol. Our School Patrol is made up of responsible older
students who have been trained in how to cross students safely and are
accompanied by an adult. The patrol members are on duty from 7:50-8:10
and from 2:50-3:10 each school day. If you drive your child to school, have
them cross with the patrol at one of the intersections.

KID’S CORNER

Cloquet Community Education offers a quality child-care program called Kid’s
Corner for children ages three through eleven. Three and four-year olds are
accepted if enrolled in the “Time for Tots” program. Kid’s Corner has been in
operation for 35 years and has a very experienced staff. Our site for
Washington children is located at Zion Lutheran Church, 1000 Washington
Avenue in Cloquet. Hours of operation are Mon-Fri from 6:00 a.m. until the
start of school and after school until 6:00 p.m. Churchill hours are Mon-Fri
from 6:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. The Zion location is open on most school- release
days for your convenience. The rate is $3.75 per hour with a variety of
schedule options available. For more information, please call Colombe at 8790929.

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

Parent-teacher conferences are scheduled two times during the school
year. You will have the opportunity to schedule your child’s conference online
via a link that will be sent out to families prior to conferences.
Conference time is a chance to exchange information about your child’s
progress. Your child's performance in class will be discussed. It is helpful for
you to share your goals, concerns, and feelings at this time. Major changes in
family affect students' performance, so it is helpful if someone in the school is
aware of those events.
Teachers are available throughout the year to answer any questions or
concerns about your child’s education. Feel free to call and make an
appointment if you have a concern.
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CLASSROOM VISITS
As a matter of courtesy, it is expected that arrangements for a
classroom visit be made with the teacher or principal beforehand. All visitors
to our school must first report to the principal's office, sign in, and pick up a
visitor’s pass. This is to protect all our students from potential problems and
also to eliminate any unnecessary classroom interruptions.

PARTIES
On the day your child's birthday is celebrated, you may want to send a
treat for the class. Contact the kindergarten teacher beforehand on the exact
number of items to send. The state ruling is that homemade treats may not
be given in school. Any treats must be purchased and wrapped/packaged.
If you are planning an out-of-school birthday party for your
child, where the whole class is not invited, invitations should be
extended privately by mail or telephone. Also, our school buses are
filled to capacity, so if your home party is scheduled after school,
please arrange to pick the children up at school. Data privacy
prohibits the school from giving full names, addresses and phone
numbers of children.

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS
In addition to regular instructional staff, each kindergarten class has
available the services of a Special Education teacher, a Title 1 teacher, a
speech therapist, a school psychologist, a guidance counselor, a family/school
support worker, an occupational and physical therapist, and an American
Indian Home-School Liaison.
If you or the school has concerns about your child's progress, we might
want to have your child assessed by one of the above staff. Individual
assessments require written permission of the parent.
The Cloquet Public Schools offer a Title 1 program in both elementary
schools to help students succeed in reading and math. Starting in
kindergarten, students who qualify to receive Title 1 services will have the
opportunity to work with Title 1 teachers to improve their reading and math
skills.
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ACCIDENTS/ILLNESS AT SCHOOL
Safety is stressed in all our kindergarten activities. If your child is
injured or becomes ill in school, he/she will be cared for temporarily by the
secretary or school health assistant until you can be notified. It is very
important that we have an alternate telephone number of a neighbor, relative,
or friend listed on your child's EMERGENCY CARD filled out early in each
school year, in the event that you are not available. This designated person
should live in the local area and be generally available.
If immediate medical attention is required, and you cannot be reached
by phone, your family doctor will be called and/or your child will be taken by
ambulance/car to Cloquet Community Memorial Hospital.
Information needed on the emergency card:
1.
2.
3.

Home and business telephone numbers and addresses.
Name of family physician and dentist.
Name, address and telephone number of in-town relatives, daycare
providers, or neighbors who will care for your child in the event
that you are not available.

REMEMBER: IT IS IMPORTANT TO YOUR CHILD THAT WE HAVE AN
UP-TO-DATE EMERGENCY CARD.
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ILLNESS
It is important for schools and families to work together. As
parent/guardian you are pursuant to Minnesota Statute 120.101, responsible
for your child’s education. Remember good attendance is a key to learning.
However, please keep your child at home when she/he is too ill to function
properly or when she/he could place other students at a medical risk.
If your child has any of the following symptoms, he/she should be kept home:
Fever (over 100)
Diarrhea
Severe headache
Harsh cough
Vomiting
Persistent pain
Chills
Crusty eyelids
Sore throat
Untreated head lice

We occasionally have students who will pretend they are sick to not
attend school, and in this case, keeping him or her home would not be in your
child's best interest. Please call your child’s teacher, or our school counselor if
there is a problem like this.
It is your responsibility to call school when your child is absent
so we know the reason for not attending and so we know she/he is
safe at home. You may leave a message 24 hours a day on the
attendance line.
CHURCHILL: 879-3308
WASHINGTON: 879-3369
Significant absences will be referred to the Cloquet Attendance
Review committee, which includes the Carlton County Truancy
Officer.

IMMUNIZATION FROM DISEASE
State law now requires that immunizations be on record prior to
entrance to school (medical exemptions must be signed by a doctor and
conscientious exemptions must be notarized). You will be notified by the
school nurse if your child is in need of any immunizations. Students
cannot start school unless all immunizations are up to date.
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MEDICATIONS
According to State Law administration of medication by school
personnel must only be done according to the written order of a
licensed physician and written authorization of a parent.
What this means to you:

IF YOUR CHILD NEEDS TO TAKE A MEDICATION DURING SCHOOL HOURS;

A PRESCRIPTION MEDICINE OR AN OVER THE COUNTER MEDICATION
(i.e.Tylenol, ibuprofen, cough medicine):
* An Authorization to Administer Medication form needs to be filled out and
signed by both the physician and the parent. This form can be picked up in
the main office or you can print it from our nursing services website at:
www.isd94.org then click on your child’s building.

SCHOOLS DO NOT SUPPLY MEDICATIONS OF ANY KIND

ALLERGIES

Life Threatening Food or Bee Sting Allergies

Parents are Responsible to do the following:

1. Notify the school nurse, Sarah Ellena at 879-3393.
2. Work with and meet with the School Team to put a
comprehensive plan together.
3. Provide written documentation, instructions and medications as
directed by a physician.
4. Educate your child in self management as appropriate.

PHYSICAL AND/OR SEXUAL ABUSE AND NEGLECT
School district employees are mandated by state law to report all
suspected cases of child physical and sexual abuse and neglect to the Human
Services Center and/or the police. These agencies investigate the complaint
within twenty-four hours.
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HOW DO I GET INVOLVED?

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION (P.I.E.)

Partners In Education (P.I.E.) is our own version of the PTA. We
encourage all parents and guardians to get involved and attend monthly
meetings whenever they can. P.I.E meeting dates will be sent to all
families in the Fall and are available online.
P.I.E. MISSION STATEMENT
▶

To be a welcoming and easily accessible organization to all parents,
guardians, school staff, and the community.

▶

To promote parent/guardian involvement in the schools by
providing a parent-managed organization for each school building.

▶

To establish the P.I.E. organization as a dependable resource and
communication link to and from school, and within the school
district with the goal of improving and enhancing our children's
education.
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STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION

It is the policy of Independent School District #94 to comply with
federal and state law prohibiting discrimination and all requirements
imposed by or pursuant to regulations issued thereto, to the end that no
person in the school district shall, on grounds of race, color, national
origin, creed, religion, gender, marital status, age, status with regard to
public assistance, or disability be excluded from participation in, be
denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under
any education program, or in employment, or recruitment, consideration,
or selection, therefore, whether full time or part time under an education
program or activity for which the school district is responsible.
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title IX may be directed to Ken
Scarbrough, Superintendent (879-6721) or to the Director of the Office
for Civil Rights, Department of Health Education and Welfare,
Washington, D.C., or to the Commissioner of Human Rights, 200 Capitol
Square Building, St. Paul, MN. 55101.
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CHURCHILL SCHOOL …………879-3308
CHURCHILL FAX…………….…879-7034
WASHINGTON SCHOOL……… 879-3369
WASHINGTON FAX……….……879-3360
CLOQUET TRANSIT………….….879-1291
CLOQUET TRANSIT FAX…….…879-2020
Parent Web

http:// www.isd94.org
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