
 To:        2022-2023 UMD Writing Studies and Intro to Literature Students 
 From:    Mrs. Montgomery, Mr. Krafthefer 
 Date:     June 2022 
 Subject: Summer Reading Requirements 

 Welcome to UMD Writing Studies and Introduction to College Literature. You will find below the summer 
 reading titles and expectations required before beginning classes this fall. 

 1.  To Kill A Mockingbird  , Harper Lee.  Arguably, one  of America’s finest novels.  You’ll visit 
 Maycomb, Alabama, in the l930s and meet Jem, Scout, Dill, and Atticus—characters and a story you 
 will never forget. 

 2.  Catcher in the Rye  , J. D. Salinger.  Another classic.  You will meet Holden Caulfield, roughly your 
 age, who desperately seeks innocence in a cold world.  When Mark David Chapman was arrested for 
 killing John Lennon, he was carrying a copy of this book.  His “reason” for the murder and carrying 
 the book still haunts us today.  I’ll be curious how you feel about Holden. 

 3.  A non-fiction book of choice  .  Follow your interests  here.  Check out book lists and current best 
 sellers and ask around.  If you are a newcomer to non-fiction, you may be surprised by how much 
 you can enjoy the genre in both style and content.  Challenge yourself!  Remember, this is college. 

 4.  A fiction book of choice.  You will quickly find in  college, that book titles are often prescribed, and 
 you may often miss the opportunity to read “what you want.”  So here’s your chance.  Choose 
 something challenging—perhaps a classic title you’ve always wanted to read, but never afforded the 
 time or opportunity. Sure, adolescent literature can be fun, but let’s move on.  Choose a title with 
 some serious substance.  Remember, this is college. 

 You may want to buy copies of these books for your library,  the two required titles will be available 
 for summer checkout in the main office.  Please return  them as soon as you finish so copies will be available 
 for other students.  You will be charged for lost books, so be careful. 
 Important:  You should remember that these summer  reading assignments are not optional:  They are 
 required  reading  .  You will take a “Reading Check”  test during the first week of class, and your first paper in 
 Writing Studies 1120 will be based on responding to these books.  “Watching the movie” or reading online 
 “Spark Notes” may be good supplements, but at the college level, they are no substitute for reading the books 
 carefully and thoughtfully.  If you find yourself looking for shortcuts, you might want to reconsider taking 
 these courses, as  serious college students should  welcome these types of independent opportunities. 

 You should also know that students who do not complete the summer reading find themselves 
 academically “in the hole” when classes begin. Don’t cheat yourself.  Read.  I also strongly suggest keeping 
 some sort of journal in which you record your thoughts and responses to the reading. As you read jot down 
 questions and thoughts that you have. Note when you find out the answers to those questions, or if you never 
 do. This journal could also help you review and revisit the works before class begins in the fall. 

 If you have any questions regarding this requirement, contact me immediately.  “I couldn’t get one of the 
 books” is not a viable, responsible reason for not completing your reading.  Remember, this is college. 
 That means you can and should expect a challenge—which begins now.  If you have any questions this 
 summer, please email Mrs. Montgomery at rmontgom@isd94.org. 

 Have a great summer, and I look forward to working with you this fall! 


